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conviction is a continual torture and an insuffer- 
able burden. And so of consecration. To be 


Che Gude z 10 Holiness. saving, it is inseparable with the one way. 


| | Though it be a consecration of the whole body, 
FEBRUAR r ¥ 1861. soul, and spirit, it ig nothing, until faith comes to 


connect it with the atonement. Good works, 
which reciprocally spring from and inspire faith, 
are dead only as they draw life from this grace. 

Let us abide, then, beloved, in this one, this old, * 
this heaven-appointed faith. There isnoneedof ig 
halting by the way. There is no necessity of 


that one way of faith, in the progress of the soul | fainting amidst tribulations, nor of being over- 
in holiness after conversion. And most certainly | come of the devil. The path of the holy is made 


the change “from glory into glory,” until we4 to shine more and more. @he heart filled to the ke 
| brim to-day, may be expanded to-morrow, so 


that its ful@ess shall be an ever-inc ot meas- 


THE ONE WAY. 


THERE is but one way by which man can be 
justified before God. That way is through. faith 
in the atonement of Chfist. There can be but 


arrive at the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 4 
of peace, is by faith, without which we gann 
please God. 
These are statementa ¢ truths soa nt upor 
almost every page of {Inspiration, — so plainl 
| writen) in; the @xperience of every 
| holy: pi Sot and ih often repeated, that it mi 
m uhneces yito reaffirm hém. But 
necessity} for their incessant tei feration. 
more at any other point, 


ure. In this jway thefe can be no unbelief. 
Its presence ‘ig a step agide. But in it there do *e 
lie fiery trials; multiplied duties, and in the eud 
death itself; but all are the servants of fai 
—means upon which it seizes to ipcfease te 
power, and climb nearer to the hn of the 
Infinite. 


- 
all 


upon line, There is concerning them a continual 
practical forgetfulness. The manuscript records 
of earnest struggles for the higher life, which 
come under our observation, painfully attest this. 
Even those whose experience has shown them 
the wonderfully transforming power ef *‘ looking 
unto Jesus,’ when they have turned only in a 
measure away from him, forget what that ‘‘ look- 
ing’? taughtthem. They make fruitless experi- 
ments in other means by which to conquer their 
carnal natures, and are themselves continually 
conquered. How few either of inquiring sinners 
or hungering and thirsting believers come to 
Christ immediately, believing and receiving! 
Why is this? Is the way of faith not a simple 
way’? Are the divine teachings on this subject 
not as clear as direct declaration and historic and 
parabolical illustration can makethem? Do they 
require in any eminent degree the wisdom of this 
world to understand them? Surely not. The 
few that have known God in the largest measures 
of his grace, have been generally the poor, rich 
in faith only. What then is the cause that this 
one way is, practically, so little apprehended? 
Is it not because unbelief is the besetting sin of 
our fallen nature,—the stronghold of the grea 
enemy of our salvation,—the weight whic 
above all things must be laid aside, that we hed 
run the race set before us? | 
The proper relation of this one way to other 
duties is not sufficiently kept in view. Sincere 
ana deep repentance is required, —a clear’ per- 
a hatred of all 


eeption of deep-struck 
and a turning from)it,—on the part of the 
soul doming to God for salvation. Bat every per- 
ception which, the soul obtains of its pollution, 
every purpose that it forms to turn away from it, 
and every desire entertained to be made clean, 
must be mixed with faith,—faith in Christ's 
cleansing blood. When this fails, or is lacking, 


THE HOLINESS OF HEAVEN. 


“Ir doth not yet appear what we shall be.” 
How wonderful in beauty and capability our 
bodies shall be, we know not. We only know 


body. What shall be the outward circumstances 
of our immortal state, as set forth by the glowing 
language of revelation, we may not fully appre- 
hepd. The imaginings of gifted men like Dr. 
Dick, may not all be fully realized; but the pro- 
vision for our happiness will be such as God only 
can give. 

The holiness of heaven, more than its material 
features, is the theme of the inspired penmen, 
and is that most interesting to those who have 
been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Con- 
cerning this, we may learn much. 


absolute sense than can be possible on earth. 
The church then shall have neither spot, nor 
wrinkle, nor any such thing. Her raiment 
shall be purely white. Here the highest attain- 
able state of the righteous is qualified by many 
restrictions upon its perfection. Imperfect intel- 
lects and disordered bodies trammel and dis- 
parage its development. But there the exalted 
mind and newly fashioned bofly will be perfectly 
adapted to the holy soul. Iti said we shall be 
like Christ; that we shall see him as he -is. So 
deeply convicted shall we be that we are washed 
and made white, that our purification wil] inspire 
of thanksgiving to the Lamb forever. 

2. {The numbers thus purifietl will give charac- 
he o the holiness itself. These are often spoken 
of in connection with the holy character of the 
heavenly inhabitants. They are more than any 
man can number. How much enhanced are the 
influence and happiness of the holy person on 
earth by the company of congenial spirits. How 


inspiring would be the atmosphere of a church of 


that they will be made like unto‘@hrist’s glorious‘ 


1. It is perfect holiness in a wider and more 
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Fede prompt them to execute! 


be felt i 
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only a few hundred members, each one of whom 
was made perfect in Jove. Mr. Finney, in his 
** Revival Lectures,’ remarks that he had never 
seen an entire church, under any circumstances, 
alive with the revival spirit. How much less can 
be found a whole church whose every member 


loves God with all his heart. What an atmos- 


phere would be breathed in a church so ptrified! 
Ilow elevating would be its social meetings! 
What revelations of eternal truths would be 
given at its sacramental services! What words 
of spiritual power would come from the lips of a 
pastor qualified in heart to preach to them' 
What labors for Christ their inward experience 


mfch that would be in whose communion was 
no unsanctified member! Yet even there would 
be found the infirmities of mortal, erring men. 
Charity,would still have abundant occasion for 
its exercise. But in heaven there will not be 
infirmities to inspire sadness in our own hearts, 


or heavings¢ in others. There will be an atmos- 


phere which shall be constituted not by the 
imperfect holiness of a few hundreds, but by the 
absolute purity of countless myriads of the 
redeemed! The inspiring presence of angelic 
hosts who have dwelt from distant ages there, 
ang thie 
its midst! If such be tlie holiness of 
heaven, how ardently ought we to pant after all 
that measure of it possible to mortal bodies. How 
should we inquire after the fulness of the gospel 
provision for the church below, who are to be 


- made ready for the church above. 


; 
/ 
1 


servant of God will be satistied when he awakes 
with his likeness. 
and hope of the suffering Christian! 
soling are the thoughts it inspires concerningdhe 
state of-our friends who have died in Christ! 
“The Lamb is their Light and their Sun, 
And lo! by reflection they shine; » 
With Jesus ineffably one, 
- And light in effulgence divine.” 


SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


NOAH 'S FAITH. 


“ By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen 
as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of 


Oh, what a | 


4 


veiled face of God and the Lamb, will, 


Noah steadily believed during one hundred and 
twenty years, until the object of his faith became 
the solemn and awful fact of sight. 

His faith was remarkable in that it was opposed, 
Jirst, to the teachings of history. 

For about sixteen hundred years man had been 
upon the earth. No event had happened in that 
time giving any intimations of tle one now fore- 
told. Noah wascontemporary with all his record- 
ed ancestors except Adam. Thetradition of what 
had been in man’s history which was worthy of 
note, was direct and reliable. None of the old 
men had seen or heard anything to give stimulus 
to faith in such a declaration. Cavillers could 
truly say, From the days of the fathers all things 
remain as they were. What has not been, will 
not be. Fifteen or sixteen centuries are enough. 
to afford grounds of confidence in the future. 
The waters will not Gover the earth. 

* Thus, doubtless, reasoned many; yet Noah be- 
lieved God. 

His faith was opposed, secondly, by natural laws. 

God himself hud given bounds tothe seas. Iie 
had fixed the gauge of the rains. The order of 
nature had as much determined the relative place 
of the land and the waters, as it had the relation 
of the seasons, or of day and night. Noah was 
caljed upgn to settle down fora hundred years, 
in the immovable conviction that nature's order 
was to be broken, —that the rain should exceed 
its hitherto appointed limits, and the sea overleap 
its boundaries. This the world did not believe. 

Thirdly, Noah's faith was opposed by the general, 


and, so far as we know or have evidence to believe, 
If such be the holiness of heaven, surely the | tre universal sentiment of his age. 


How inspiring to the faith pathy upon his faith 


| 


J 


spirit. 


his house; by the which he condemned the world, and be-_ 
came heir of the righteousness which is by faith."— J/cb. enabled him to feel the dreadful doom of the infi- 


xi. 7. 


THe faith of Noah is, perhaps, the most re- 


| 


Every Christian has felt the influence of sym- 
The united faith of a com- 


Iiow con- | pany of believers is stronger than the aggregate 


faith of each acting apart. Faith, like other 
Christian graces, is sympathetic in its nature. It 
derives amazing aid from those of a congenial 
But Noah had no such help asthis. He 
stood alone, steadfast under the pressure of the 
infidelity of a whole generation. Their united 
scoffs were the fiery trial through which his faith 
passed, and out of which it came as gold seven 
times purificd. 

Fourthly, his faith was opposed by the sympathies 
of his own nature. | 

The strength of his sensibilities was increased 
by the nearness of his walk with God. His faith 


del people who surrounded him. He could pity 
them, as a man of God only could do. Many of 


farkable of any of. which we have any record. them were his kindred, — beloved members of 


thiat'the whole earth! was to be overwhelmed with 
water, and that the human race was to be de- 
stroyed, his own family alone excepted. This 
word of God, unaccompanied by explanations 
of difficulties which would naturally occurto a 
pious mind, concerning the way in-whicl: it was 
to be done and the moral endé to be secured, 


I as directed towards a stupendous event. It the same family. His tender heart would oppose 
wa tequired to grasp the divine announcement | his faith in thdir consignment by God to a dread- 


fuldeath. Yet he conferred not with flesh and 
blood. He rested in God's word. 

Noah’s faith was connected with a reverential 
fear. Being *‘ moved with fear,’ he prepared the 
ark. The most confiding child has the most rev- 
erential awe of his father’s authority, because he 
sees it as something real. It is unbelief in regard | 
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to God’s word, not faith, which sees him only in 
the exhibitions of his love. Faith as much ap- 
prehends God as a “ consuming fire,’’ as a God 
of love, and ‘‘ fears.” 

His faith, like all genuine faith, was practical. 
It led him to use means for his safety. This was 
to others the proof of his faith, and a condemna- 
tion of their unbelief. Whatever reproach the 
scoffers cast upon him, they could not well call 
him a hypocrite. The steady progress of his huge 
vessel from year to year, located far above the 
rising and falling tides, evinced his sincerity in 
the hated “eer which he brought to their 
ears. 

Again, Noah’s faith saved others, being blessed 
to the deliverance of his house. Thus is it ever 
with the faith of God’s people. It is this, more 

han gifts or money, that is wanting to secure 
salvation of-the world. 
stimulate the effective tse of both. 

Finally, tis faith had respect not to temporal 
matters only, however stupendous in their char- 
acter. It was personal and soul-saving. It made 
him “an heir of the righteousness” without 
which a faith which could remove mountains 
and dry up the seas, would have been nothing. 
It was the faith that wrought by love, and puri- 
fied the heart. . 

We ho live in ‘the light of gospel rev elations, 
should have a faith in no wise inferior to Noah’s 
in its strength and fulness. 


THE ADVOCACY OF CHRIST. 


“If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.” — 1 John ii. 1. 

Every step of our progress in the divine life 
deepens our appreciations of the precious truth 
that Christ appears “in the presence of God for 
us,’> —that “ by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place.”> The Rev. Edward Bicker- 
steth give: a classic and striking illustration of 
Christ's intercession in the story of Amyntas and 
JEchy las, related by the historian lian. 


“ Achylas was condemned to death by the 


Athenians, and was about to be led to execution. 
His brother Amyntas had signalized himself in 
the service of his country, and on the day ofa 
most illustrious victory, in a great measure ob- 
tained by his means, had lost his hand. He came 
into court just as his brother was condemned, 
and without saying anything » EXPOS d the s ump 
of his arm from rT under garmenf, and held it 
up in their siglit;'and the historjan tells ua that 
‘when the ind saw this mark ‘ot his suffer- 
ings, they remetabered what he had done and for 
his sake discharged the guilty brother, whose life 
had been forfeited.’ ”’ 


.)- LIMITING THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, 


% Yea, they turned back, and tempted God, and limited 


e Holy One of Israel.” — Psa. Ixxviii. 41. 


How self-destructive was sin of Israel. 


Holy One of Israel. 


This will indeed} Again, this forgetfulness of ‘i past iinplies . 


They limited the hand which was stretched out 
tosavethem. They shut and barred against them- 
selves the open door of heaven’s treasury. They 
forbade the exercise of goodness and mercy 
towards them in the heart which was moved with 
compassion at the cry of their sufferings. How 
did they do this? 
hand, nor the day when he delivered them ‘from 
their enemies’ (Verse 42.) That is, they did it 
by their base ingratitude. They praised him not 
for what he had done. They gave him no glory 
for his wonderful dealings with them. Hear this, 
ye Christians who disparage the grace already re- 
ceived, and give no glory to God for present 
benefits! He cannot give greater blessings un- 
til you properly acknowledge those you have. 
He is jealous of his own glory. You limit the, 


unbelief cohcerhing the things now promised. 


If the Ksraelites do not remember ithe arting of . 


the waters of the Red Sea, how can they trust 
God for water in the wilderness? and thus they 
limit the Holy One of Israel. 

But what great things were done for them, not- 
withstanding their restraining ingratitude and 
unbelief! What then would have been done for 
them, had God heen\permitted te have exercised 
the fulness of his love! If'to unbelieving Israel 
he gave bread from heaven, water from the flinty 
rock, and garments which waxed not old, how 
exalted would have been their state if they had 
walked in faith and love. 

The Christian church has never known the ex- 
tent of the blessings purchased by Christ for it, 
because its unbelief has limited the Infinite Giver. 
Oh that God’s children would prove him, and see 
if he will not open the windows of heaven, 
an? pour them out a blessing, so that there shall 
not be room to receive it! , 


EDITOR’S DRAWER. 


A CALL TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 


A BROTHER writes, “I would feel obliged to 
you if you would inform me through your mag- 
azine of the nature of a call to the ministry, and 
the duty of those feeling such impressions.” 

If a word-from us upon a topic so vitally im- 
portant to the church as that of the nature of a 
call tothe sacred office, gan be of any influence 
for good, we would esteem it 4 privilege to utter 


it, though we cannot claim to possess superior — 


wisdom on the subject. 


We hold, and we believe the evangelical church 


of this country hold, that he only is authorized 
to preach the gospel who is moved to this work 
by the Holy Ghost. Plainly this is the teaching 
of the Scriptures. Not only were the apostles 
‘and prophets so called, but all of the early minis- 


‘They remembered not 
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ters. Christ says to his disciples, ‘‘ Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
laborers into his harvest,’ Luke x. 2. The 
apostle charges the Ephesian elders, saying, 
** Take heed to the flock of God over the which 
the Holy Ghost has made you overseers.”” We 
cannot think the Lord of the harvest has now 
any different way of sending forth laborers into 
his vineyard. 

But what, it may be asked, is the nature of this 
call of the Holy Ghost ? How may it be known 
assuch’? We answer, how do we know the Spir- 
it’s testimony concerning the forgiveness of sins? 
Is it not its own witness to our understandings? 
In neither case is it an audible voice; nor is it, to 
those who listen, an equivocal et ance. When 
God speaks he will and does make himself under- 
stood, though we may not readily explain how 
he does it. The Spirit, in fats, matter, bears wit- 
ness with our spirits. 

Further, the call of the Holy Ghost to the 
ministry has the corroborative evidence, in some 
tolerable degree, of ‘“‘ a clear, sound understand- 
ing, a right judgment in the things of God, aud 
a just conception of salvation by fai:h.”” God 
works by means; and if he call a man to teach 
publicly, he will give him power to speak “ justly, 
readily, clearly.’? He will add to these the gracious 
endowments required by the nature of the work. 


He will give fruit too. No man can be called to 


an unproductive labor; and although the fruit of 
his toil will not always be apparent, nor will it 
ever ail be seen in this world, yet some fruit, in 
the conversion of souls and in the edification of 
believers, must be given to make up the proof of 
a call to the sacred office. 

The duty of those who feel that they have such 
a call is the same in character as that which be- 
longs to the intimations of God’s will concerning 
any other labor. They must listen attentively, 
humbly, prayerfully, to the voice thus speaking. 
It may be asma'l voice at first, and so they will 
need to pray fora more distinct utterance. They 
should watch their own hearts while they pray, 
lest deceptive influences creep in. They should 
watch God's providence, by which the way to 
this holy office will be indicated. The means ofa 


suitable degree of education, and the removal of 


secular embarrassments, will be among the things 
providentially indicated. One called of God to 
the ministry, need not force himself into it; he 


. will be divinely led, if he is of a teachable spirit. 


Fhe approval, in his undertaking, of good men, 


sand the official countenance of the church, will 
ibe among the methods by which the Holy Ghost 


will continue to speak. 

Permit us to add, for those who may peruse 
these lines saying inwardly, they concern me,— 
seek to be eminently holy. Believe for full redemp- 
tion in the blood of Christ. Those in this s ate, 
more Clearly than any others, understand the will 
of God concerning them. 

May the Lord of the Harvest so reveal himself 
to al/ his ministers. Amen. 


A CARD OF CONSECRATION. 


We understand that the following “Card of 
Consecration ” is used at the New York Fulton 
Street daily prayer meeting. It would be well if 
it were frequently and everywhere sincerely and 
believingly used : — 


CONSECRATION. 


I give my Heart to be the Temple of Christ; 


1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. 
My Will to be the Servant of Christ: 


Matt. xiv. 24. 
My Conscience to be a Witness for Christ; 
1 Thess ii. 10. 
My Memory to be a Storehouse full of Christ; 


John xiv. 26. 
My Life to be a Mirror of Christ; 


2 Cor. iii. 18. 
I give up All for Christ; seek ‘ in Christ; 


uke xviii. 20, 30. 
Consecrate All to Christ; seek be cleansed, 
1 John i. 7. 
From All Sim by the of Cl C} 


2 Cor. vik 1. 
To be Crucified with Christ 


Sin; 
- G al. ii. 20. 
To Live by the Faith of Christ unto Holiness; 
| Rom, vi. 22. 
That the End may be Everlasting Life; 
Rom. vi. 22. 


‘* BURNT OUT.” 


We trust none of our readers will pass over 
this article in our present number. It-will be 
found worthy of the Suthor of “ The Baptism 
of Fire,” and full of subduing spiritual power. 


WAIT PATIENTLY. 


We beg our contributors to let patience have 
its perfect work in all things, especially in refer- 
énce to their communications. Some MSS. from 
our most valued writers were crowded out of this 
number. We hope, notwithstanding, the pens of 
our friends will be busy; by so doing you may 


psow precious seed, whose fruit shall appear to the _ 


glory of God in the day of judgment. 


A. G. R.’s communication on ‘The Closing 
Year,” came too late for the January number, 
and would now be inappropriate. We shall be 
glad to hear from her again in another article. 
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To hold and touch and do; 
Ill try to learn some honest trade, 
That will be useful too. z 


My eyes, — how fit they are to read, 
And mind my work, and look; 

I ought to think of that, indeed, 
And use them at my book. 
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| My tongue, —’t was surely never meant 

oy To quarrel or to swear; 

To speak the truth my tongue was lent, 
And to be used in prayer. 


My mind, — for what can it be given? 
For thinking, to be sure; 

That I might think of God and heaven, 
And learn my faults to cure. 


My heart, —and all the fear and love 
“That in my bosom dwell; 

| My love was made for heaven above, 

if My fear, to fly from hell. 


THE TWO GOLD DOLLARS. 


“QO mother, grandpa has given me two little gold 


bright rosy -faced boy, as he came hastening into 
, the room where his mother sat reading. 

‘““Has he” Well, how are you going to spend 
*them, Joey?” and sweet Jips smiled upon him, 
and a soft-hand passed caressingly over his he 

“Tam going to buy a Christmas present for 
cousin Louey; but I don’t know what to get. 
Say, what shall I get, mother?” inquired the 
boy, lifting his sparkling eyes eagerly to the face 
which was bent lovingly upon Ifim. 

‘“ Just what you please, my son.”’ 

‘But, mother, there are so many things, I 
_ Teally don’t know what to get. Say, can’t you 
tell me, mother?” 

*T guess not, Joey. I think you would know 
better than I; exercise your own taste, and you 
will be sure and make a good selection. But it is 
getting flate, and youl had better go now and 
make your purchase.” 

Where shall I go, mother, — to Victor's? 

‘* Yes, my dear: I believe Victor keeps a good 
assortment of Christmas toys.’ And the little 

| boy hastened out with a light heart. 
1 ‘“Qdear! O dear! what shall Ido?” groaned 
, | a barefooted, thinly-ciad littie girl, with tears 
streaming like rain down her pale cheeks. 
‘Why, what is the matter?’’ inquired a soft, 
gentle voice beside her. 

The little girl looked up through her tears, and 

. Seeing pitying eyes bent upon her, she replied, 
through choking sobs, pointing to the gutter: 
‘See there! the beautiful white bread which I 

bought, is-all spoiled ‘witlr the dirty*- black 
water.” 

But how did you drop it in there?” 

didn't dnp ‘it. A bad along 

¢ and knockedvit out of my hands, and then he 
laughed, he did. © dear! what shall I do? Now 
grandma and little Nannié will have to go with-, 
out their suppers. O dear!’ and the tears flowed 
afresh. 
‘* But can’t you buy some more bread?” 
“No, I can’t get any more, because that was all 


dollats, to spend just as I please!” exclaimed a | 


the money my grandma had got; and we’ll have 
nothing to eat to-morrow neither.” 
“There, don’t cry;” and the two gold dollars 
were slipped into the little red hands. ‘ There is 
money enough to buy you more bread, and a pair 
of shoes, too. for your cold, bare feet.” And 
little Joey did not stop to. hear the joyful cry 
and grateful words which issued from the pale 
lips; but he turned hastily away, and bent his 
steps homeward, with a happy heart, feeling that 
it was better to buy bread for the hungry to eat, 
than to buy toys for his little cousin.— Evangelist. 
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THE WESLEY; Aion: oR, WESLEY AND ‘Fas | 
By i Rev. D: HoLmEs, A. M. Author! 
of ‘‘ Pure Gold,” ete., etc. Roston : For sale 
by J. P{Magee, and at all the Mdthodist Book 
Tantalagien | in the Unites States and Canadas. % 
1860. 
The story of Wesley and his co-laborers never 

tires. It hasbeen many times told, and will bear 

to be repeated many more times. Mr. Holmes 

has brought the facts in their history together ; 

with skill, and stated and illustrated them with | 

clearness. His book is well calculated to be use- 

ful. 

THE Percy FAMILY. The Baltic to Vesuvius. 

By DantreELt C. Eppy. Boston: Andrew F. 

Graves, 24 Cornhill. New York: Sheldon & 

Company. 1860. 


_ This is the fourth volume of the series under 
the general title of The Percy Family; the last, 
‘Over the Alps and down the Rhine,” will im- 
mediately follow. In this number we have inter- 
esting views of Hanover, Hamburg, Rome, and 
Naples, with glimpses of intervening cities. No 
point along this route, having striking natural 
features, or rich in historic associations, seems to 
have escaped the notice of our travellers. The 
male members of the company had the sad and 
exciting privilege of witnessing the memorable 
battle of Solferino, which made an occasion for 
the introduction into’ the narrative of many in- 
teresting facts concerning the leaders in the 
Italian war. We can cordially repeat what we 
have heretofore said, that the “ Percy Family ” 
series of books are among the very best latély 
published for young people. e 

Since the aboye was put, in type, we have re- 
ceived, the fifth! 'vblume of t tHe ries,—‘* The Alps | 
and the Rhine.” This clos first journey of 
the Percy Family. We are glad the author pro- 
poses to issue another series, entitled ‘‘ The Percy 
Family in the East,” which will comprise of 


umhes on Egypt, Palestine, Greece, and Turkey. 
They should be bought as fast as published 

all desiring an addition of real value and interest 
to the family or Sabbath-school library. 
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| CHRISTIAN POWER. 


(Original.) 
CHRISTIAN POWER. 


BY JESSE T. PECK, D. D. 


THERE is a feverish excitement in the 
political world. Upheavals and revolu- 
tions indicate the action of violent pas- 
sions, and of profounder principles than 
those which have heretofore fixed the 
boundaries of nations. Asiatic hordes are 
hurled against-each other in deadly con- 
flict. The rule ote the 
Celestial Empire is disputed and broken 
by the. energy of a semi-Christian force. ; 
The, teign of (progress ig grandly ingugut, 
rated in the ‘Orient. Christian powers, 
by barbaric deeds, have battered down 
the gates which shut out the commerce of 
the world from nearly half the human 
race, and the thunders of cannon in the 
interior aninbunce the march of new ideas 
and new dispensations towards the centre 
of the realm. 

The reconstruction of the map of Eu- 
rope has commenced in earnest. Papal 
domination in Italy is broken, and virtu- 
ally destroyed. The secular power of the 
Roman pontiff has been suddenly reduced 
to litthe more than metropolitan limits. 
Provinces, by their own election, change 
their rulers, and group themselves. under 
the control of high moral principles, which 
few understand but all obey. 
advances with- bold and daring steps, 
while her advocates and representatives 
tremble for her fate. Tyrants and con- 
stitutional monarchs, consciously or un- 
consciously, elevate the masses, and recog- 
nize the advancing reign of the popular 
will, Fieree antagonisms growl and gnash 
their teeth at ‘each. other. The peace of 


.¢ the world and the ‘earnage-of, war await, 

appearance, the word ofa mortal; in 


reality, the decree of God. 

The great republic of the western hem- 
isphere is roused from the repose of three- 
quarters of a century, and brothers in 
religion and blood are looking suspiciously 
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and angrily at each other. It is dreaded 
that the most favored and enlightened na- 
tion upon the face of the earth, and the 
most terrific energy of the human race, 
shall be rolled in blood, and exhausted in 
death-conflicts, until the sun of liberty shall 
go down. in the night of despotism, as the 
result of the grandest mistakes ever made 
among men in interpreting each other. 
Where now is the church of God ? 
What are the functions with which Heaven 
has endowed her? What is Her sphere, 
and what are her ? 
‘Religion is justice; it ignores no rights 
of Godsor man, of individuals or, nati ns. 
Tt asserts the sovereignty of J chovah ‘and 
the claims of law through the whole 
universe. It holds every human being 
on earth responsible to God for the purest 
exercise of piety toward him, and right 
towards his fellow-man. Ilow evident 
and imperative, therefore, is the demand 
of the times for its presence and influence 
everywhere. Angry passions are never 
just. Selfish ambition is never just. Des- 
potism and revolution, repose and anar- 
chy, will scorn the right, and the reign of 
power will crush the hearts and hopes of 
men, where a sense of religion is un- 
known, or its voice is unheard. The 
presence of Christianity is not merely 
justice existing and living, but it is justice 
in action, and justice in power. It re- 
bukes the devourer, it restrains the wrath 
of man, it rocks the throne of iniquity, it 
thunders in the ears of tyrants, it breathes 
courage into the despairing, and life into 
the dying. It isimmortal justice,— justice 
which can be overborne by physical 
force, but never be annihilated, — justice 
which may be buried by the convulsions 
of ages, but which will rise again and 
survive them all. Oh for the prevalence 
of religious justice among the nations! 
Faint as are its notes of warning, they 
are yet distinctly heard amid the roar of 
a frenzied age. Limited as is the com- 


pass Of its power, it is yet the hope of the 
world. So far, and only so far as God 
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reigns among men, may the nations expect 
justice in the strife. 

Religion is wisdom, — the wisdom that 
is from above. Its eye is clear to see the 
way to the right. The plans of the world 
are obscured by selfishness. The true 
solution of the great social problem is 
hidden from the gaze of mad ambition. 
The standpoint of human philosophy is 


low and remote. The individual is larger 


than the race, the passions are sovereign 
of the reason and° the conscience, and 
time gwallows up eternity. Mistakes fatal 
to the coming ages, errors to’ be atoned i in 
blood and sorrow, must arise from the 


» dominion of motivés “earthly, sensual, 


devilish.” But in the soul of true religion 
is the wisddin of patriarchal age, of apos- 
tolic elevation; the wisdom of history and 
prophecy , of lew and gospel ; the wisdom 
of the invisible outshining upon the dark- 
ness of the visible, “ which taketh the wise 
in their own craftiness, and bringethr 
naught the counsels of the ungodly.” ‘In 
this sphere, and with these prerogatives, it 
is known against the ever-failing devices 


_of men, and even against the headstrong 


and worldly in the church of God. How 
loud at this moment are the calls for wis- 
dom above the natural wisdom of man. 
Princes and powers, politicians and diplo- 
matists, are confounded by the mysterious 
problems and startling crises rising up be- 
fore them. The age will be red with ruin 
unless the counsels which prevail rise 
above the Satanic and human,—unless the 
voice of God is heard above the din of 
the battle-field. 

Religion is love. In its true significance 
and effect it removes the malevolent pas- 
sions, and enthrones the benevolent in 
their stead. Love to God reigns supreme 

in the sanctified affections. No proud 


ambition, no bitter resentment, no angry 


revenge, can’have place in the Christian 
heart. Tender compassion and holy sym- 
pathy throb in every emotion and every 
desire. ‘ Love worketh ‘no ill to his 
neighbor.” Love sends out no aggressive 


armies, charged with commissions of death 
to unoffending millions. Love makes no 
exorbitant demands, imposes no oppres- 
sive burdens. 
will to men,” is its heaven-originated mot- 
to, and its grand effect wherever its sway 
is acknowledged. How sublimely this 
spirit contrasts with the madness that rules 
the hour. How much to be regretted 
that its premonitions have not the power 
to arrest and command the nations, as its 
judgments, after the ragings of the storm, 
will command the regrets. and the admira- 
tion of the world. How strange that men 
cannot see in prdphotit light, as they 
niust in: historic, that the results of 
offered:in advance; of angry collisioh 

the highest and best within the reach of 


“ Peace on earth and good- 


ct 


mortals after the reign legalized_mur- 


der is past, and sanctified reason has re- 
sumed its sway. To see and to feel this 
is the glory of true Christianity. Her 
unworthy professors, who misrepresent 
her before men and angels and God, will 
be found with the weapons of vengeance 
in’ their hands, and will be’ too deaf 
to hear it whispered from revelation or 
thundered from the heavens, — “ Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith the 
Lord.” But this divine voice will be 
heard, and like the voice that hushed the 
storm on Galilee, it will say, “ Peace, be 
still ;” and the “calm” of the ages will 
follow. 

Finally, religion is progress. Its prin- 
ciples are all powerfully practical and 
operative. They begin to transform the 
soul, to go on with the work until the 
renoyation is complete. They begin the 
living state, for an endless growth in good-. 
ness “and wisdom, in power “to glorify 
God and enjoy him forever.” They 
begin to expand the immortal mind, to 
onlargetite scope. and extend its sphere of 
usefulness without-restriction in the limit- 
less future. ‘They begin to diffuse the life 
of God amid the elements of civilization, 
to advance till the end of time. Religion 
grapples with the foes of the race, to con- 
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quer one by one, until their countless 
thousands are subdued by her “ weapons 
of warfare, not carnal but spiritual, and 
mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds.” Onward, right onward 
she presses, to the grand consummation of 
holy prophecy, when “the nations and 
kingdoms of this earth shall become the 
nations and kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ.” In her mission of love she 
presses hard upon the track of bloody war, 
to heal the wounded, to give hope to the 


q despairing, to lift up the ensign of peace 


“amid the ragings}of human fiénds, and 
pour the light of Calvary into the dark- 


~ ness of moral death. This is progress,— 


the ailvance of pilgrims in steps they need 
not retrace. ‘This is the ongoing of re- 
demption in the career of Christian civil- 
ization, the grand march of the world 
toward the ultimate perfection of a re- 
newed earth and a glorified humanity. 

In just the crisis that is “me us, then, 
we appeal from the folly of man to the wis- 


dom of God, — from the acts of churches |. 


to the system which has originated them, 
—from the records of politics to the 


~ Bible, —from Mars to the Messiah. Who 


will sustain the appeal? Let him bow 
himself in the dust before the Sovereign 


of the Universe ; let him bathe his soul in} 


the blood of Calvary ; let him take to him- 
self the power of prayer and faith, and 
reveal to the world the elements of true 
Christian power. Let him — forth 
the living representative of @ religion of 
justice, of wisdom, of love, and of progress. 
Let neighbor call to neighbor, saying, 
“ Come, let us return unto the Lord, for 
he hath torn and he will heal us, he hath 
smitten and he will bind us up.” , 
There is wrath in the heavens over us. 
We have sinned — grievously signed — 


churéhes™ and nations, and we must 


suffer. The woe is out against lis, and 
we shall answer for our crimes in the 
blood of the father, the son, and the 
brother, unless, like Nineveh, we meet our 
insulted judge “in sackcloth and ashes.” 


COriginal.] 


“ WHEREAS I WAS BLIND, NOW 
I SEE.” | 


BY M R. 8. 


LOOKING o’er the path I’ve trodden 
In the years gone by, 
Surging waves of bitter sorrow 
Force the eager cry, — 
** God be gracious! — kindly pardon 
All my enmity.” 


Oh, how strangely have I wandered 
In the ways of strife; owe 
Léving sin, — despising Jesus, — 
Seeking not. his life; — J 4 


' , Hating good, — what evil peestons 
In my heart _ rife. 

Oft my Father, kindly calling, : 

4 


Bade me seek his face; 
Yet I cared not, but resisted 
All his proffered grace; 
Though his Spirit, softly pleading, 
Cried, ‘‘ Thy steps retrace!” 


In the darkness ever groping, ; 
If, perchance, I find, ' 

Round the Cross, some hidden pathway, 
Where, with carnal mind, 


Leaving Christ behind. 


Sickness came. I vainly trusted 
In my wayward heart, 

As it told me, “‘ Christ hath pardoned; 
He'll ne’er say, Depart!” 

Oh, how weakly then I yielded 
To the tempter’s art. 


Then God sent the dark death-angel; 
Very near he came; 

Two were taken; I, the sinful, 
(Blessed be his name!) 

Still was spared. Alas! his judgments 
Left me still the same. 


Yet my loving, precious Saviour. 
Would not let me die; 

Though I'd grieved him long and deeply, 
Still he lingered nigh, 

And, in words of sweet compassion, 
made me look on 


Showed me that he now, wae pending 
At his Father’s side; 

Ever making intercession, — 
Allin him might hide; 

Guilty sinners, lost and ruined, 
Dared in him abide. 


Oh, the blessed, strange assurance, — 
Jesus loveth me! 


I might onward press to heaven, J 
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bestows a mine of wealth upon him. If he 


Though I’ve been sin’s willing captive, 
Christ will set me free; : 

Washed from sins as dark as crimson 
One like me shall be. 


Wondrous love! my heart responded, 
(Drawing yet more near,) 
“ Lord, I come, bowed down and burthened, 
. While thy voice I hear; 
Take me, — cleanse me, — be thou ever 
Unto me most dear. 


I have naught to plead but weakness, 
Only sin I bring; 

Thou must save, or else I perish; 
Hide me neath thy wing; ie 

Lord, be thou my God and Saviour,) 
Reign within, my King. |: + 


“al I have I humbly proffer, Feuer 

Tis already thine; 

Thou hast given, for my 
Love and life divi 


Never more from Christ u wander, 
= in him is mine. a 


- He hath rent the veil that shadowed. 
All the world unseea ; 

Jesus stands a perfect Saviour, 
On his breast I leah, | 

And, by faith, I gaze in'rapture 
On a brighter scene. 


Just beyond uprise the mansions 
W here the holy dwell; 

Oft I find my spirit joining 
Heavenly lays to swell; 

Oh, the bliss of Christ and heaven 
Language ne’er can tell! 


(Original) 
SCATTE RED THOUGHTS. 


BY. Y. 
Tuk religion of Jesus opens a mine of 
mtellectual wealth in @ man, as well as 


ig poor in this world, it indorses his notes 

at the bank of heaven, signed by his own 
poor name, “ Lord, I believe;” if he has 
no friends, he is introduced into the society 
of. kings and priests; if he i is very ignor- 
ant, it “enriches him with |the knowledge 
of prophets, seers, and teachers, who have 
never stood corrected for a mistake in 
doctrine, or for a perversion of truth. But 


the sublimest fountain that earth can boast; 
no wonder, then, his dormant faculties are 
aroused to feel the dignity of their high 
creation and destiny. 

The types in their fulness go beyond 
the substance if the death of Christ has 
not purchased for us a salvation equal to 
the extent of the fall,—to the uttermost of 
our need. The Jew presented his pre- 
scribed offering, and left the temple with 
entire confidence that it was accepted, — 
and his sin ¢ancelled; he had left his » 
guilt and offdring together at the altar’ 
The great ,pomt with us mPa we CO 
fess our sin, and truly purpose not to coms 
mit it; again,—do we accept the promise, 


4s {he blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin, 


and realize that we are forgiven ? 

Sometimes our heavenly Father so o frees 
us from care, by hedging up our way, that 
we can do nothing by taking thought,— 

nd we just leave all with Bin, to do all 
bo us. We are controlled by true wisdom 
when we see this is our state, and lie pas- 
sive in his hand, sweetly subject to his will. 
And our after-experience proves to us 
that we have been led in the best way,— 
both for time and eternity. 

How preciously it affects our hearts to 
have the foreground, eternity, pleasantly 
before our faith; if all is settled for that, 
the incidents of time are not of much im- 
portance. 

The Sabbath bell is musical to him who 
keeps holy day, abiding in the command- 
ment of the Lord his God. But oh, the 
blight the Sabbath-breaker brings upon 
himself! 

How dreadful to be self deceived, and 
think we are doing well, while we are 
doing very ill, and some one’s prayers are 
only staying back the hand of vengeance 
from cutting us off, with a, stroke in the 
midst of sin and iniquity. } ; 

We should seek to know the meaning 
of some of our chastenings,—so the Lord’s 
people of old used to do,—and by the 
mouth of his prophets he let them know 


he quenches his thirst for knowledge at 


the becauses. 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S LIGHT. 


BY C. W. 


Tae Christian church is said, by our 
Saviour, to be the * light of the world,” 
and he who bears no light, or keeps it 
concealed under a bushel, where it must 
inevitably grow dim and finally be ex- 
tinguished for want of nourishment,—in a 
word, he, professor though he be, who is 


not a waymark for travellers through this 
' an fl world, cannot be a member of: 
this 


alight} But how necessary to the ‘con- 
tinuante of this light, that he ever bea 

in mind the from whence it em 
nates. Not from himself surely, for dark- 


- ness hath covered the earth, and gross 


darkness the people, but Christ, who is 
the tnd light, the source of all light, hath 
shined is the Christian’s heart, dispelled 
its darkness, and sent him forth into the 


_ wilderness as guide to others. But he 
~ still ever remembers that his is only a 


borrowed light, reflected from the Sun of 
Righteousness, and that to be useful, as 
guide to those around him, he must main- 
tain a position in which he can receive 
the greatest number of rays upon his own 
heart. I have often looked upon our own 
little moon as a beautiful example of 
meekness, obedience, and _ steadiness of 
purpose, and well would it be for us as 


Christians to follow the humble copy. 


How calmly and steadily she maintains 
her proper path, — no turnings or devia- 
tions, but right onward, day by day, 
moment by moment, she follows in her 
appointed circle, ever looking unto the 
sun as the source of all her light, useful- 
ness, and beauty. Clouds sometimes float 


_ in between her and the stig es for 
--a@ time her cheering rays, yet 

~ not, but bides God’s own time to remove 
these obstructions, knowing that then her 


e hesitates 


light will but appear the brighter, and be 
the more appreciated on account of the 
short period of absence. Neither does 


red body. The true sl 


she grow discouraged or falter in her 
course, because her light cannot be seen 
by all the world at once; but, content with 
her sphere, humble though it be in the 
great universe of God, she trustingly, 
obediently follows on, swerving neither 
to the night nor left from her proper orbit. 
We, as Christians, are our Saviour’s re- 
flectors. In the Christian’s heart, our 
orbit of duty is marked out so plainly 
that none need mistake its course, or err 


keep within the prescribed circle. 


therein ; yet how comparatively 


of the batkslidings, and 
in the church i 
Chtistian’s beginnihg to look upon 

light as proceeding from himself. ie 
stances are numerous of those whose 
clear conversion and rapid progress for 
atime seemed to promise much for their 
future usefulness as lights in the Christian 
firmament, and workers in the Lord’s vine- 
yard. Trusting in the strong arm of 
Jehovah for strength, and looking unto 


the “ bright and morning star” for light, . 


they have but to meet the enemy and he 
is theirs. The dark places of the earth 
see their light ;.dark minds are illumined, 
and souls are brought to the Saviour as 
fruits of their love, faith, and obedience ; 
but at length they begin to be unduly 


elated with their victories, begin to lean — 


upon the arm of flesh. Imagining their 
light and strength are in themselves as they 
leave their orbit around the sun of right- 
eousness, alas! only to become a black 
and shapeless mass, devoid of life or light 
or beauty. Others there are whose light 
is as unsteady as that of the fitful fire-fly., 


During seasons of, revival, for a short! 


period afterwards perhaps, they appear to 
enjoy the favor of God, but, forgetting that 
there is no strength or victory, save 
roa the captain of their salvation, 

hen the enemy comes in, they have no 
standard to lift up against him. They 
are overcome in the first fierce conflict, 
and their light extinguished. But in the 
providence of God, affliction visits them, 


Many 
huch of the bar. i 
caused by 
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or there is another outpouring of the 
Spirit in the neighborhood, and they re- 
pent of their wanderings, renew their 
gonsecration to God, and again receive in 
their hearts the seal of love and pardon. 
But, oh, how sadly do they hinder their 
usefulness by the unsteadiness of their 
light! How unlike the onward, steady, 
ever-burning light of a Moses, Daniel, or 
Paul, which neither the storms of afflic- 
tion, the winds of persecution, nor the 
approach of the dark waves of death 
could extinguish or cause to grow dim; 
which shone just as brightly in the dark 
wilderness, as in the splendid court of 
Egypt’s which illumined as wel 

the lion’s fearful den; as the palace of the 
chief of princes; which jhofe @ so brightly 
even within the walls of Philippi’s jail, 
as to cause the sinner to see his ruined 
state and to cry with anguish, ‘“ What 


~ shall I do to be saved,” and which when 


the headsman’s axe was being made ready, 
and the dark waters of death were drawing 
nearer and nearer in view, could cast so 
clear a light through and beyond the 
“dark valley,” as to cause the aged Paul 
to exclaim with joy, “I have fought a 
good ficht, I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith; henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness.” 
Ay, Paul, and well mightest thy soul 
rejoice in such a prospect, for many and 
bright are the stars in that glorious crown 
which now encircles thy brow. Who 
would not fight to win such a crown ? 
Who would not labor, and suffer and die, 
if need be, that others might be made 
partakers of this heavenly inheritance ? 
Brother, sister, how is it with you to-day ? 
How is your light? Are you like Paul 
steadily, meekly pursuing your onward 


march? Forgetting those things that are 


behind, is your eye fixed, unwaveringly 
fixed on the prize which lies at the * 

of the race? Are you, by putting away 
every evil word or work, by an upright 
walk and godly conversation, and by a 
living faith upon the merits of the Re- 


deemer, preparing your heart for the 
reception and reflection of that heavenly 
light, which you, as a Christian, are com- 
missioned to shed on a benighted world ? 
If so, you too, may, with Paul, in every- 
thing rejoice, knowing that there is laid 
up for you, not a fading wreath of laurel, 
but a crown of unfading glory, adorned 
and beautified by the stars of redeemed 
spirits, led to the Saviour by your ever 
pure and advancing light? “ But,” says 
the desponding soul, am poor, and 


ing sinner.” == i 
J ‘This i is one; of the most specious, an 
consequently th 

Satan’s stratagems. Coming in the garb 
of humility, the young convert, unless he 
flies to the word of God for light and in- 
struction, is easily deceived. He does 
not, indeed, say at once, “ It will never be 
your duty to speak or act for God; you 
need never say to the sinner, ‘“ Come,” or 
by your counsels and prayers strengthen 
the hearts of your brethren. No, the 
young convert whose heart is filled with 
love to God and man, would far more 
readily recognize the tempter. But he 


om present duty. 

Moses came very near falling into this 
snare of the evil one. He could willingly 
renounce all worldly honor for God’s sake 
and his loved brethren’s, but ineloquent 
and slow of speech as he was, how could 
he appear in the presence of the greatest 
monarch on earth, reprove him for his 
sins, and bid him Jet God’s chosen people 
go? But poor as he was, much as he 
cvinplainied of want of eloquence, by 
obedience he became, in nade hand, the 
light and) leader. of Israe the type of 
Christ, the mediator between God and his 
people. What matters it, fellow-disciple, 
though our tabernacle be pitched in the 
valley instead of on the mount? John 


the Baptist was poor, living upon “ locusts 


without, talent or influence; God surely | 
neyer intended that I should be alaborer, | 
in his Pheys ard, or light to wander 


he most dangerous) ‘of all 


by keeping the Christian back 
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and wild honey,” “ yet,” says our Saviour, 
‘he was a burning and a shining light ;” 
and so clear did his light shine forth, even 
in the wilderness of Judea, that thousands 
were attracted by its loveliness, and many 
a dark heart was illumined and made to 
rejoice in his light. The lantern in the 
hand of the guide is of far more service 
to the benighted traveller as he nears that 
fearful precipice, than the light that he 
from the height of that 
far-distant lighthouse ; though that, too, 
is. useful in its, appropriate place. It is 
tlie clear, puréjand steady light thag is 
honored of God and i 
ton of souls. 
Each Christian has his own work do, 
God 
and secure the salvation of his own soul, 
must be a light and a waymark for others. 
I would exercise all charity, yet I seri- 
ously fear for the safety of that professed 
follower of Christ in whom the world, sin- 
ners nearing the verge of the precipice of 
death, can perceive no light. What blind 
guides! What faithless shepherds! It is 


true that clouds of persecution and de- 


traction may sometimes conceal for a time 
the Christian’s light, but the true disciple 
of Christ, who swerves not, but follows on 
in the orbit of duty, still “ looking unto 
Jesus,” shines on still; the, light is there, 
though his enemies in their blindness per- 
ceive it not; and in God’s own time these 
obstructions will be removed ; his light 
will be seen, acknowledged, felt, and 
followed, and sinners will be led to. seek in 
Christ, their Savi iour, the fountain of light, 
the illumination of their own dark souls. 


| QOhyin all God’s holy church, there is 
‘not one idler! Among alll his “ peculiar 


people” there is not one who does not 
bear a light. Oh, my reader, let us see 
to ‘it. Yat our hearts be icleansed from 
everything that can hinder the reception 
and reflection in its purity, of this glorious 
light, lest in the judgment-day, some poor, 
unsaved soul rise up against us saying, 
“‘7T never saw in you the light of Christ.” 


ssed to the salva- 


“ CHRISTLIKE.” 


BY A. NEWTON. 


Oh, I do so intensely enter into what 
you say of the deeper experience of riper 
years, as so much more abiding than the 
highest experience of the babes in Christ! 
Lambs frisk and play, for they have noth- 
ing to do but enjoy themselves; but 
how different when they become sheep, 
and have to travail in birth am feed their 
young. 

Is it not a true plotusé' ‘of Christ’s 


* Tcoald not at all tell you how I have 
been made toy feel; lmely, that this, later 
and riper experience is coming upon me, 
and the earlier and former and more 
lightsome kind passing away. 

‘] have so felt other people’s sins, and 
seemed so identified with my family, the 
house, the parish, the congregation! I 
feel as if I must make confession of all 
their sins for them. 

I believe it is precious experience ; for 
it is Christlike, is it not ? 

His ear is “ not heavy,” but “ open to our 
ery!” Go when we will, and where we 
will, we find him ever listening. 

“Ye are they which. have continued 
with me in my temptations.” It has been 
made very precious to me in two ways,— 
one as showing how Jesus prizes and 
appreciates the constant love of his peo- 
ple, and their protracted endurance of 
suffering for his sake; and the other, as 


showing the preciousness of protracted 


life, when it is viewed as a continuing 
with Jesus, in the fellowship of his suf- 
ferings. It seems to be only in advancing 
experience that one can at all enter into 
the deep meaning of his words; but when 
contintia amidst temptation is felt to, 
be trying, they’ aré precious words int 
deed, are they not? and if I can feel 
them so, how much more can you! But 
I must stop,—only wishing you great 
grace to enable you to rejoice greatly in 
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the Lord, and to make your boast in him 
continually. Don’t you like to give vent 
to your feelings in those three words, 
“ Blessed be God?” Cowper has beauti- 
fully said of contemplation : — 


“ Her power is such that whom she lifts from 
earth, 
She makes familiar with a heaven unseen, 
And shows him glories yet to be revealed. 


Not slothful he, though seeming unemployed, ' 


_ And censured oft as useless. Stillest streams 
Oft water fairest meadows, and the bird 
That flutters least is longest on the wing.” 


MY SISTERS. | 


BY E. L. E. 

A PRAYER for those I love, — 
Twin sisters of my heart; 

Unlike, yet one where’er we move, 
Together, though apart. 


I kneel alone to pray, 
Yet are they sweetly near; \ 
For every word my heart would say 
\Insures their presence here. 


I ask for strength and grace, 
For every needful good, 

And pause, — I cannot name the want,— 
But thou hast understood. | 


Jesus, I feel my own 
Are sisters, too, to thee; 

The Elder Brother thou, as when 
The guest at Bethany. 


When sitting at thy feet, 
Thy teachings still they claim; 

And when the Martha craves rebuke, 
Thy chidings are the same. 


Thou «rt the mother’s guide, 
The widow’s helpful friend, 

The orphan’s father, —strong for all 
To counsel and defend. 


My love I often feel 
A painful weight to be; 
So weak in all things, I would yield 


This precious trust to thee, * 


; 


I long for them to rest, 


Unharmed by painorill; 


Yet better plead for what is best, | 
‘And most thy rightegus will. 


“I kneel, — but since my heart 
Would all tothee resign,— . 
I rise, rejoiced that what I love 
Is less my care than thine. 


NEW YORK YORK CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 


THE MOTHER AND CHILD. 


_ Wuen the last tea-meeting was an- 
nounced to take place at Mount Pleasant 
Chapel, Liverpool, the following conver- 
sation occurred between Joseph and his 
mother : — 
“ T think the tea-meeting will be out of 
our reach this time, mother.” r 

“ Yes, love, I think it will; for I could 
not think of going without your father, 
and for two tr three to go would be as 
i as would ptovide bread for some 
time.” 

In a tone of sweet 
mother, it Would.” 

The little fellow wished very much 
to go, yet he did not fret or cry when 
his mother told him why he could not 
go, for he saw the reasonableness of the 
refusal; but he could forbear now and 
then talking about it. 
lady of his strong desire to go, who very 
kindly promised the child a ticket, and 
greatly did he rejoice when he was told 
of it. He gave great attention to the 
speeches of the ministers and gentlemen ; 
so that he remembered all the anecdotes, 
and repeated them to his friends, making 
observations which would have done credit 
to one of riper years. | 

Joseph’s friends were deeply grieved to 


}see his health again fail; and it became 


quite evident that he would soon be re- 
moved.“ to brighter worlds on high.” 

His mother wrote the events of the last 
few days of his life as well as her engage- 
ments would allow her. I think my read- 
ers will see, from what follows, how great 
a blessipg @ ‘pious mother is td her chil- 
dren. 

“February 11, 1852. Glory be to God. 
I feel a weight of gratitude which I can- 
not possibly express for the great love 


jand condescension manifested by the Sa- 


viour of the world when he said, ‘ Suffer 


little children to come unto me, and forbid 


His mother told a 
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them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.’ Bless the Lord, O my soul, for 
the glorious change produced in my dear, 
afflicted Joseph by the Holy Spirit. He 
has always been a thoughtful, studious 
child, fond of the Bible, and particularly 
attentive to the ministry of the word. 
These, with other qualities, I have ob- 
served with a mother’s admiration, and 
with unspeakable gratitude to God; but 
this gratitude swells into a burst of praise, 
which I trust will increase to all eternity, 
that he was made sensible that!those gifts 


could be of no avail without 4 change of 


heart. 


~ He was eicouraged by his aunt to seek 


for this ¢hange. He felt that,\thaugh a 


little child, he had sinned against God, 
and that sin was hateful to that holy 
being. 

The precious promises he now saw and 


felt more deeply than before were. prom- 


ises for himself. Ht prayed earnestly for 
“a new heart,” and Jesus heard the 
young suppliant’s cry, for soon he proved 
the truth of this promise, ‘“ They that seek 
me early shall find me.” What a rich 
treasure he found when God made known 
to him “the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in us the hope of 
glory!” On the morning of the day 
in which salvation came to my humble 
dwelling, I felt unusual sweetness while 
commending my family to the care of the 
good Shepherd of Israc!; — being engaged 
out to work for the day. On my return 
home, in the evening, I found my Joseph 
rejoicing in the God of his salvation, — 
being a little more than nine years of 
age. “What hath God wrought? Surely, 
out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise.” 


“March 2. The following conversation 


took place. 
“ Are you comfortable, Joseph ?” 
“Tam as happy as I can be, unless it 
was that I could be instrumental in saving 
souls. I praise God for the operations of 
the Holy Spirit. I have had a form of 


religion a long time; but what a mercy it 
was that, by the light of the Spirit, I have 
discovered that was not sufficient.” 

“T am thankful, my dear.” 

“ And so am I, mother. Letus call on 
all that is within us, and on all the people 
of God, to praise the Lord, and bless his 
holy name.” 

A little boy brought him some pudding 
for which he had expressed a desire. 

Joseph looked very happy, as if he 
| wished to say something; and then he 
asked the little boy, “* Do you know who 
can make a poor sick boy happy?” The 
little boy replied, “ No.” Joseph said, with 
earnestness, “ Jesus Christ, who both can 
and will reward you for your kindness to 
me.” 

Towards the evening he became much 
worse ; his friends thought he was dying, 
and he was asked how he felt. He replied, 
“As well asIcan be. I am happy.” 

March 3. Between three and four 
o’clock in the afternoon, with pleasure and 
composure, ht began to talk about his 
snow-drops. His grandmother observed, 
he might yet be spared. Joseph said, 
“T have given over thinking about that, 
unless my father was saved.” He was de- 
sirous that his friends should not have a 
hearse to take him to the grave. He 
wished to be carried, as that would be 
less expense ; thus showing his usual con- 
sideration for his parents. 

He suffered much from thirst, which 
gave rise to the following short but sweet 
dialogue between Joseph and histher. 

“T feel as if I longed to drink of the 
streams.” 

“ The streams that make glad the city 
of our God ?” 

With deep feeling, ‘‘ Yes, yes, mother ; 
and then I shall thirst no more. You 
wont be sorry to let me go, shall you, 
mother ?” | 

“ Not in some respects, love, because I 
shall know how richly you are provided 
for.” 


“ Yes, mother, you will know where J 
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shall be,—at my Father’s right hand. 
Oh, how happy I feel in the prospect of 
being forever with the Lord! I hope you 
will not be impatient to come; will you, 
mother ? ” 

‘“‘T hope not, my love ; for your father and 
brothers need my care, and you will not.” 

“No, mother; and, if I am permitted, 
I shall be often about you to comfort you, 
‘for are they not all ministering spirits 
sent forth to minister to them who shall 
be heirs of salvation ?’” 

March 4.' ‘4 Being asked how he was, he 
replied, “I am very iil; but I am happy, 
and that is everything. I have no fear 
of death; I know that Jesus will do all 
things well I should like to meef you in 
heaven. Will you get ready for death ?} 
I see great beauty in religion ;— Jesus 
Christ is altogether loyely. I think I could 
not possibly have lived till now, had it not 
been for this peace I have through be- 
lieving in Christ. Oh, how he supports 
and pomforts me !” 

March 5. He said, « Mother, do you 
think I do wrong to sleep so much?” 

“No, my dear; the Lord does not require 


of us more than we are able to perform.” 


“ Oh, what a comfort that is, mother.” 

The last chapter he was able to read 
was the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah : “ Ho, 
every one that thirsteth.”+ He read with 
deep interest; he thirsted for the water 
of life. 

His mother read him some Psalms after 
the family retired. He said, “ “How beau- 
tiful!” 

Afterwards, he was engaged in prayer ; 
his mother overheard him saying, “O 
Lord, bless my mother ; thou knowest she 
has much to, pass neou: ; may the con- 
solations of: thy Spirit be her support, for 
her hope is in thee, and thou art her 


| Father/” Then he prayed for the.rest of 


the family and closed, “for Jesus’ sake.” 

As she was talking with him, these lines 
came into her mind, and she began to sing 
them, her dying boy joining in the sacred 
song :— 


“ Surely, he will not long delay ; 
I hear his Spirit’s cry: 
Arise, my love, make haste, away, 
Go, get thee up and die.” 


His mother said, “How encouraging, 
my dear; and he will come, both for you 
and me, and will not tarry.” He ap- 
peared much revived, and, with a sweet 
smile, said, “He will, hallelujah 1” He 
slept for a short time. Abotit nine o’clock, 
he said, “Mother, will you sing “ Rock 
of Ages, cleft for me ?” 

At half past twelve, at noon, March 6, 
1852, his happy. spirit found a resting-place 
at his Father's right hand, where he said 
le should no more want, and his mother 
would know where he was. 


to say, é 
“ Be thou, O Rock of Ages, nigh! 


And grief, and fear, and care shall fly, 
As clouds before the midday sun.” 


THE WORK OF HOLINESS IN LONDON. 


Speaking of the sudden departure of a 
friend, the writer says: “Iwas just flat- 
tering myself that I would have the pleas- 
ure of giving him a full account of the 
work of holiness which is spreading on all 


joyment of the blessing. The Methodist 
friends have caught the flame, and at a 
love-feast at King’s-cross chapel, on Sun- 
day last, twenty witnessed to the cleans- 
ing power of the blood of Christ, and they 
were obliged to adjourn the meeting to 
another evening, in order to give others 
an opportunity of testifying to the same 
enjoyment. 

At our meetings, Islington, Kentish- 
town, King’sross and cily, we seldom, 
or never, meet pla souls being saved, 
and beligv tified. 


the fruit of our qe ane brother Knapp’s 
labors. What a glorious monument he 
has left behind. We do acknowledge the 
instrunfent, while we ascribe all the praise 


to Gpa.” 


» That bereaved mother had been enabled 


So shall each murmuring thought be gone; 


hands, and fnultitudes are in the full en- } 


And rthis” is 
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. hand of the wicked king. 
could they do? 
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COriginal.) 
GO AND TELL JESUS. 


BY A. C. B. L. 


JOHN came to prepare the way for 
Jesus, instructing those who followed him 
that they should believe in him who should 
come after, that is, ii” Christ Jesus. 

His disciples, no doubt, were strongly 
attached to him, and when Jesus was 
made known, many of them beligyed in 
him, but still seemed to consider John 
as their leader and guide. Therefore we 
may Well suppose that when John was 
beheaded, they were greatly tried and 
afflicted. Their leader was cut off by the 
What now 
What did they do? 
“They took up the body and buried it, 

d went and told Jesus.” The evangel- 
i does not tell us what words of comfort 

e spoke to them, but we may suppose 
they were “gracious words,” and such as 
healed their wounded hearts. We know 
how the burdened heart is often relieved, 
the bitterness of sorrow sweetened, and 
the Spirit cheered and:strengthened, by 
telling our griefs toa dear friend who is 
deeply interested for us. How much more, 
then, if Jesus i8 our friend, by telling 


him. 


The love of Jesus in condescending to 
become our Saviour is wonderful beyond 
our feeble comprehension; yet he not 
only saves us from our sins, but takes us 
to his very heart, and makes us partakers 
of the divine nature, whereby we become 
one with him, in a nearer and dearer re- 
lation than can exist between any earthly 
friends. 

The oneness of sympathy and interest 
in the marriage relation, wliere it exists 
in the highest possible degree, is but a 


dim shadowing’ ‘of the‘oneness: ‘between! 
“ The | 


Christ and the sanctified soul. 
servant knoweth not what his Lord doeth; 
but he has called us friends;” — and 
what wonderful and glorious communica- 
tions he sometimes makes, filling us with 


joy unspeakable for the same - reason, 
doubtless, that he once gave his disciples 


why he had spoken such things to them, . 


which was this, “that my joy might re- 
main in You, and that your joy might be 
full.” If we truly partake of his joy, 
will it not remain in us ? — must it not 
remain in us ? 

When afflictions come, we will go and 
tell Jesus, — “ for in all our afflictions he 
is afflicted,” and he can and will speak 
such words of comfort as will cause us to 


joy in tribulation also, if, indeed, his joy. 


remains in us. 

Ys Foes may. hate, and friends disown 
us,” but we may go and tell Jesus; he 
has suffered the same, and gives’us the 
privilege to be like him in suffering; and 
he will also strengthen us to endure as he 
endured, and comfort our hearts with his 
own sympathy and love. When. all 
earthly comforts die, we may bury them, 
and go: and tell Jesus, and know, as- 
suredly, “that neither life nor death, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus,” so long 
as his joy remains in us. | 


(Original.) 


SEEK, AND YE SHALL FIND. 


BY S. E. G. . 


SHOULD sorrow be thy lot, 
Should grief rest on thy brow, 
Should every hope depart, 
And sickness lay thee low, — 
Cleave close to Christ, and let 
Thy heart to him be given; 
Then thou shalt gain at last — 
For this vain earth —a heaven. 


Should every wave of life 
» With it new troubles bring; . 
Or should it round thy braw 
Its sweetest pleasures fling, — 
 §till let thy talents, time, 
And influence, all be given 
:To Christ, and thou shalt gain 
_ Thy sweet reward in Acaven. 


London, C. W. 
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LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


Bro. DeGEN: The following letter met my 
eye as I was looking over my journal, and I 
thought it might meet the case of oghers, who, 
like the sister addressed, avoided the direct and 
bold venture of faith, by a sort of soothing opiate 
falsely called submission. If acceptable, you may 
give it a place in your ever welcome “‘ Guide.” 

M.D. W. 


My pear Sister: It gave me much 
pleasure to hear from you again, and I 
hasten to reply. 

And now a worl or two in regard to 
your experience. I know.not as I rightly 
understand your position, and if I write 
on a false supposition, will you bear with 


me,and not, deem me severe May I 


probe your heart just a very little, to see 
if there is a sore spot there ? 

It is not pleasant to give pain, yet the 
healing balm canndt always be applied 
until the probe first be used. In Jove, I 
write you. I wish to do you good, yet I 
am very liable to mistake the best course 
by which to do it. 

Did you ever hear an. unconverted 
person say, when urged to repent, “ Oh, 
I am in the Lord’s hand, he may do with 
me just as he pleases?” Is this ‘rue sub- 
mission? Js there in this any real 
abandonment of soul to the will of God ? 
Or is this said to avoid responsibility, to 
excuse action ? 

You see at once this can be no true 


. submission, for the will of God is that he 


repent, and do the commands of his Lord. 
True submission involves true obedience. 
Now the passivity of mind resulting 
from such a principle is far from being 
the rest of fuith. 
I do not mean by this illustration to 
imply that your position is that of the 


unrepenting sinner, but have feared, 
the time Jof a conversation in 


the R. tent, that there was to some 
‘extent a throwing off of responsibility, 


and a seeking to avoid the direct point of 
faith, where, by one bold venture, we 


step off the plank. 
} 


I thought the state of passivity you 
assumed was not fully the result of a 
vigorous faith, based on this simple fact : 
“ T have dedicated myself without reserve 
to God, and now, on the evidence of his 
promise, ‘I will receive you,’ I reckon 
myself the Lord's; live or die, I am the 
Lord’s. Whether in joy or sorrow, J am 
the Lord's.” 

I say, I feared your expressions of 
indiffewence as to whether you felt the 
inward assurance and the fulness of joy 
or not, was rather an avoidance of that 
step which requires usually so much 
resolution and seeming risk. I decided in 


my own mind, that if it was as I suspected, © 


instead of increasing in strength, you 
would become weaker and mourn the 
“void within.” I feared your faith did 
not reach up and grasp the throne. 
Your duty was to give yourself wholly 
away to Jesus, believing that he accepted 
and saved you. But not alvays does the 
soul receive the fulness, even when saved. 
To be justified, is the first experience of 
the Christian. A state of justification 
allows no condemnation. To be justified 
is to be made free from the guilt of trans- 
gression. To be sanctified is the second 
stage of experience. This embraces a 
renewal of the mind, a purification of the 
disposition, which mere justification does 
not effect. The third stage is to be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost,—to be 
“ filled with the fulness of God.” 

When the Christian is not only par- 
doned of his past sins, renewed in heart 
by the Holy Ghost, but also endued with 
power from on high, filled with faith and 
the Holy Spirit, he is just prepared to 
successfully resist temptation, and fight 
manfully the battles of the Lord. 

Now to stop short of this fulness, — to 


‘atisfied without it, ‘when God coms | 


mands us, saying, “ Be ye filled with the 
spirit,” —is not true passiveness, nor 
true rest. 

“Fulness !” just take your concordance, 
and trace it out in Scripture, and see if it 
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is not made your duty, both by precept 
and promise, to be filled with the fulness. 
Think you that if thus filled, you would 
be destitute of “joy?” The apostle 
expresses himself as always rejoicing, even 
when sorrowful. Don’t be afraid of joy. 
Jesus says, “Ask and receive, that your 
joy may be full.” 


If thus filled, would you be destitute of 


“light?” “If thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light.” 
Would’st thou be destitute of “love?” 
He that dwelleth in God, dwellethin love. 


You perceive, my dear. sister, that while 


thus fearing to ask for these, yea, to be 
filled with them, yon have been elepriving 


yourself of the! bread your heavenly 
_ Father has for you, and which you very 


much need to make you a strong and a 
joytal, efficient Christian. 

Just here let. me quote a promise 
especially adapted to your present neces- 
sities. “ DGiessed are they that hunger 
and that thirst after righteousnegs, for 
they shall be filled.” Will you 
it? Will you not ask to be “ filléd with 
the Spirit?” and when you ask, “ believe 
that ye receive, and ye shall have.” 
God does not wish you to rest without 
He will not let you be 
satisfied without it. You need to be 
“endued with power from. on_ high.” 


' This power is embraced in “the promise 
the Father.” 


promise is unto 
you;” will you claim it by simple faith ? 
Just as those disciples in the V— tent 
received, so may you. “Jord, I believe, 
I claim the blessing mine!” Having 
received this “tongue of fire,” you 
will be prepared to pour forth burning 


testimonies upon those “ frozen”’ hearts, 


and they will bow before 
God. | 


-~ Dear wide we need in the 


church to give it power and efficiency to 
labor for souls. It is your duty as an 
individual member to possess this power. 
God has caused you to feel your need, 
and now offers to supply that need. If 


| 


you refuse to yield to your convictions, 
to keep pace with the shining light, to 
accept the proffered grace, you cannot be 
justified. I bear you in my prayers 
before the throne, and expect God to 
direct and help you. 

Yours in love. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


BY I. 


BE viEVING that I should write the deal- 
ing of the Lord with me, I desire todo it 
in the name of the God of Israel. 

In the winter of 1854 at the age of 19, 
at B—, a revival of religion being in prog- 
ress, I attended the ncetings a few even- 
ings; being deeply convicted before, and 
hearing excellent and pointed sermons, 
I could quench the Spirit no longer. I 
made my way to the altar, where, after a 
struggle for two days and three nights, I 
became willing to believe that Christ could 
save and that he did save. The first 
evidence I had was that I loved Christians. 
I felt that all things had become new. I 
was indeed quite happy before I left the 
meeting. I continued to enjoy myself; 
the way seemed to crow brighter. 

The day that I united with the church I 
was blessed, and often, both in private and 
public prayers, I was greatly blessed ; but, 
notwithstanding, there was something that 
was not right. There was a shrinking 
from the cross, and when [did bear it, it 
was with trembling and fear. I began to 
feel that there was something more for me © 
to enjoy, and also that, in the present state 
I could do but little or no good in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. 

I began to pray that I might know my 
duty, and tosearch the Scriptures. While 
meditating upon. it, the Spin often sug- 
gested, “he that hungers and thirsts ‘after 
righteousness shall be filled.” soon met 
with the well-known book, called “ Faith 
and its Effects.” I received a great deal 
of light from it. May the Lord bless its 


author, crown her labors with ever 1n- 
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creasing success, and give her a seat at his 


right hand. 
Ihad searched and prayed diligently 


_ day and night, for a long time, that the 


Lord would show me what to do, that I 
might possess the blessing of a pure heart. 

In September, 1854, I was permitted 
to attend the camp-meeting of the Black 
River District. By Tuesday I began to 
feel keenly that all was not right. I did 
not enjoy myself as others did. Wednes- 
day it seemed as though I could not live if 
I could not get relief. We had a prayer 
meeting in our tent that night. Thanks 
be to the God of heaven for that meeting, 
for it was a time that I ever have and most 
assuredly ever will look back upon with 
pleasing, yea, heavenly joy. There were 


‘ several ‘there seeking the blessing of holi- 


ness, and consequently a seat was vacated 
that those wishing to be prayed for might 


- @ome forward. When the invitation was 


first given; I thought I would not go,—that 
it was nota call for me. 

I looked to see who was going. Pres- 
ently the Spirit returned to strive with 
me, saying, Why do you not go? what have 


- you promisé ? what have you desired of 


me ? now isthe time. I immediately arose 
and made my way to the altar; several! 
came forward. They presently united in 
prayer. I seemed for a time lost, and after 
a few moments I found myself listening. 
Then in a moment I was aroused to a 
sense of my situation. My first inquiry 
was, Lord, what shall Ido? I felt willing to 
do or to become anything the Lord would 
have me; all was given up, and I was then 
in such agony of mind that I was willing 
to do anything to get relief. I saw, at last, 
it was unbelief. I sawthat I must believe 
that the blood of Christ could save from 
sin. I then said, Lord, I do believe that 
thou canst sanctify. Oh, how soon my 
Saviour did appear! \Tongue'can never 


_ express the joy, the peace, the calmness, 


that rested upon my soul at that time, 
when my Saviour, that precious, that 


bleeding Lamb of Calvary drew near unto 
me, a worm of the dust, and said, You are 
saved,—you are accepted,—you are sanc- 
tified. My feelings at that moment I can- 
not better describe, than in these thrilling 
lines from the Guide. 

“I was filled, I was filled with the power divine, 
I felt that the joys of an angel were mine, 


I was filled, I was filled with the goodness of God, 
I drank from the streams of his blissful abode.”’ 


I returned from camp-meeting happy in 
the Lord. Iam happy still. I rejoice in our 
blessed Saviour, and I still trust in his 


blood to save from sin. Blessed be his ~ 


name, he is able and willing to save all 
that willcome unto him. — 

Since that time I have had trials to 
overcome. At first, I thought I must not 
speak of holiness or perfect love. I saw 
that there were many who did not believe 
in it, consequently did not enjoy the bless- 
ing. For fear that I might offend them, I 


thought I could live it and not speak of it. | 


But I soon found that that would not do. 
I lost my enjoyment, but I was soon willing 
to tell of it. I have been trying, since then, 
to declare it humbly to the glory of atoning 
blood. I thank'the Lord I have come off 
conqueror, and can sing to day, “ Glory 


to the Lamb, the world is overcome by 
the blood of the Lamb.” i 


My prayer is that-I may ever love the - 


Lord with all my heart, and with all my 
strength, and serve him with a right and 
willing mind, and proclaim a free and full 
salvation, that I may live a humble Chris- 
tian, and at last have a seat at the right 
hand of the Father, with the redeemed in 


glory. 


Prety Littie Tarncs. —“ It re- 
quires less piety, I verily believe, to be a 
martyr for Christ than it does to love a 
powerless enemy, or to look upon the 
success of a rival without envy, or even 
to maintain perfect and guileless integrity 
in the commen transactions of life.”— 
Bushnell. 
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{From the Northern Christian Advocate.] 


THE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
OF MRS. EDWARDS, WIFE OF 
THE VENERABLE PRESIDENT 
EDW ARDS. 

THAT eminent lady, Mrs. Edwards, in 
the year 1742, sought and obtained what 
she called “the full assurance of faith,” 
and what Methodists call, “ perfect love,” 


“holiness,” and “entire sanctification ;” 


and then gives her glowing experience in 
the following words: “I cannot find lan- 
guage to express how certain the everlast- 
ing love of God appeared,—the everlasting 
mountdins and hills were but shadows to 
it. “My safety and happiness, and eternal 
enjoyment of God’s immutable love seemed 
as durable and unchangeable as God him- 
self. Melted and overcome by the sweet- 
ness of this assurance, I fell into a great 
flow of tears, and could not forbear weep- 
ing aloud. ‘The presence of God was so 
near and so real, that I seemed scarcely 
conscious of anything else. I seemed to 
be taken under the care and charge of 
my God and Saviour, in an inexpressibly 
endearing manner. ‘The peace and hap- 
piness which I hereafter felt was altogeth-| 
er inexpressible. The whole world, with 
all its enjoyments and all its troubles, 
seemed to be nothing; my God was my 
all, and my only portion. No possible suf- 
fering appeared to be worth regarding; 
all persecutions and torments were a mere 
nothing.’ | 

“ At night, my soul seemed to be filled 


_ with an inexpressibly sweet and pure love 


to God, and to the children of God, with 
a refreshing consolation and solace of soul 
which made me willing to lie on the earth 
at the feet of the servant of God, to. 
declare his gracious dealings with me, and 
breathe forth before them my love and 
gratitude and praise. 

“ All night I continued in a constant, 
clear, and lively sense of the heavenly 
sweetness of Christ’s excellent and trans- 
cendent love, of his nearness to me, and 


| of my nearness to him, with an inexpres- 


sibly sweet calmness of soul in an entire 
rest in him. I seemed to myself to per- 
ceive a flow of divine love come down 
from the heart of Christ in heaven, into 
my heart, in a constant stream, like a 
stream or pencil of sweet light. At the 
same time, my heart and soul all flowed - 
out in love to Christ, so that there seemed 
to be a constant flowing and reflowing of 
heavenly and divine love from Christ’s 
heart to mine; and I appeared to myself 
to float’ pr: swint in these bright, sweet 
beams of the love of Christ, like the motes 
swimming in the beams of the sun. My 
soul remained in a heavenly elysium. | 
think what I felt each minute during the 
continuance of the whole time, was worth 
more than all the outward comfort and 
pleasure which I had enjoyed in my whole 
life put together. It was a pure delight 
which fed and satisfied my soul. It wasa 
sweetness which my soul was lost in. 

“In the house of God, so conscious was 
I of the joyful presence of the Holy 
Spirit, that I. could scarcely refrain from 
‘leaping with transports of joy. My soul 
was filled and overwhelmed Miadicnt, and 
love, and joy in the Holy Ghost, and seem- 
ed just ready to go away from the body. 
Thad in the mean time an overwhelming 
sense of the glory of God, as the Great 
Eternal all, and of the happiness of having 
my own will entirely subdued to his will. 
This exaltation of soul subsided into a 
heavenly calm, and a rest of soul in God, 
which was even swecter than what pre- 
ceded it. My mind remained so much in 
a similar frame for more than a week, that 
I could never think of it without an inex- 
pressible sweetness in my soul.” 

Such, dear reader, was the glorious ex- 
perience of that devoted ‘Presbyterian 
lady, as given by herself over a hundred 
years ago. Can you find a more strong, 
or amore clear and glowing profession of 
“purity,” or “perfect love,” or “entire 
sanctification,” on record? I have read 


the great mass of Methodist Biography, 
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and am free to say I don’t remember one| perience harmonizes perfectly with vast 
that will equal it. . multitudes in the church of God since 


1. Her entire consecration is expressed her day. She writes a glowing experi- 
as follows: “I had an overwhelming sensé | ence; but it falls infinitely short of the 
. of the happiness of having my own will| reality. The intense sweetness, the supe- 
entirely subdued to his will.” rior excellence, and the divine glory of 
2. Her fulness of the Divine Spirit is | Christ’s love, can never be fully described. 
expressed as follows: “ My soul was filled,} And when a soul can truthfully say, as 
and overwhelmed with light, and love, and| Mrs. Edwards did, “ My soul was filled 
joy, in the Holy Ghost.” and overwhelmed with light, and love, and 
His 3. In the following paragraphs she as-| joy in the Holy Ghost, and seemed just 
; | serts her certainty and assurance of the| ready to go away from the body,” there is 
| grace and presence of God: “I cannot| no danger of exaggeration. 
find language to express how certain the J. A. Woop. 
: everlasting ‘love of God appeared,— the Brooklyn, Pa., 1860. 
everlasting mountains and hills were but poner 
shadows to it.” COriginal.] 
_, 4. She, says: “The presence of God APOSTROPHE — ENTREATY. 
was so near and so real, that I seemed 
scarcely conscious of anything else.” 


5. She declared, “ Her safety and hap- | Sout! thou must reign, reign absolute henceforth! 
All, all too feebly heretofore hast thou 


. Thy heaven-born riglit asserted. Rouse thee now, 
immutable love, seemed as durable and - reascend with haughty step thy throne! 


unchangeable as God himself.” passious fierce too long thou’st given slack 
6. If the following statements do not Fesn 5 


; é Sordid desires, too clamorous appetites, 
express a state of perfect love, and entire Inordinate affections,— these too long 


' sanctification, I am at a loss to know how| Have virtually dethroned thee. Rouse thee now, 
| to expr Qe. “At night, my sou] | Thou native of the skies, off-pring of God; 


Half dead thou liest grovelling in the dust. 
; seemed to be filled witn an inexpressibly | goa) in God's name I bid thee rise and reign’ 


sweet and_pure love to God, and to the] Body: be thou a slave, a willing slave; 
children of God.” “ All night I continued | Thy pampering, thy adorning.—think no more 

‘ = rT jo j ’ 
| in a constant, clear, and lively sense of With these to engross thy rightiul sovereign’s 


the heavenly sweetness of Christ’s excel- Obey and stand in awe! for thou art crumbling 


lent and transcendent love; with an in- dust. 


expregsibly swect calmness of soul in an| #9tth! with thy transitory things, recede! 

ti tin him.” “ At the 3 > Heaven! draw, oh, draw thee nearer to my sight! 
= ~~ same time Time! from thy macnilicd dimensions shrink; 
my heart and soul all flowed out in love | And let me see tlice as thou art, a point. 


to Christ, so that there seemed to be a Eternity! loom up in all thy grandeur, 


. Sl And fill my soul with awe, till I for theeshall live. 
constant flowing and reflowing of heaven- Thos, thas my souldo | apostropliise 


ly and divine love from Christ's heart to] Soul, heaven, eternity. But ail in vain 
mine.” ‘ My soul remained ina heavenly My heart’s devoutest purposes; in vain 


elysium.” ” «Tt was a sweetness which my My grief-wrung vows, if thou assist me not 
Listen to my beseeching, O my God, 
soul was lost i in.” 


4 “Teach my best wisdom wisdom; my best will _ 
Hallelujah to the great God! Thou- Teach rectitude, and fix my firm resolve.” * 


sands can testify to this same baptism of 
power, of love and heavenly sweetness, “There are silver books, and a very 
which Mrs. Edwards describes, and which | few golden books: but I have one worth 
she experienced more tlian a hundred| more than all, called the Bible, and that 
years ago. The description of her ex-j is a book of bank-notes.— Newton. 


BY RUTH. 


piness, and eternal enjoyment of God’s 


| 
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REMARKABLE WORK OF GOD IN BAN- 
BURY. 


Enraged infidel — Five hundred saved in eleven’ 


days — Zion clothed with strength — Primitive. | 
scenes and primitive power — Early morning | 


meetings — Noon meetings — Written and 


If some of your London Methodists, 
acquainted with the archives of early 
Methodism, should chance to spend a day 
with the Banbury Wesleyans now, they 
would find themselves brought back to 
scenes of power such as were witnessed in 
‘primitive days. Such scenes as when 
Wesley and his heroic coadjutors, mighty 


verbal petitions and thanksgivings — Extraor- in the freshness of the Spirit’s baptism, 
dinary answers to prayer — The prize-fig ghter | vloried in the reproach of Christ, and 


after his “ pals” — Will he have me ? —Scenes | 


en the school-reoom. 


DECEMBER 20. 


proved to the world that *“ The people 
that do know their God shall be strong, 
and do exploits.” Few of the devotedly 


An amazing work of the Spirit is going pious of ‘any sect but now recognize in the 


on here. 
fessors look on with wondér. One infidel 
has become.so enraged in seeing the mul- 
titudes pressing their way to Jesus, that 
his pitiful revilings in embryo are to be 
issued in a tract, which we are told is now 
being published in London, because he 
could find no one willing to publish it 
here. | 

High and low, rich and poor, young 
and old, are subjects of the work. Rev. 
Mr. C., superintendent, announced to the 
audience last night, that during the past 
eleven days, since the commencement of 
the revival services (Sabbath, Dec. 2), 
over 500 had been. brought to Christ. 
Added to this the secretary’s report shows 
scores of disciples whose names are re- 
corded among those who have sought 
and obtained the baptism of fire, and are 


now mighty through the Spirit in bring- 


ing others to Jesus. 

People are coming in from many miles 
distant to participate in the work, and 
many are bringing their unconverted 
friends from near and remote distances, 
and great crowds are attending, yet the 
best order prevails. Yes, the. best of 
order, for “\the best of all is, God i is with 
ous,” in, his Spirit’s power, and the army 
of Israel is daily being clothed with an 
increase of strength and wisdom, and, as 
a well-trained host, is daily making yet 
more surprising aggressions against the 
hosts of sin. 

5 


Sceptics and cold-hearted “| 


self-sacrificing principles and earnest mani- 
festations of early Methodism, a revival 
of primitive Christianity. But not more 
truly, according to our perceptions, might 
a revival of Pentecostal order have been 
witnessed in Dec. 1760, than is now being 
witnessed in Banbury, Oxfordshire, Dec., 
1860. 

Do you want to see five-o’clock morn- 
ing meetings, attended by persons whose 
hearts are burning with an all-consuming 
fire, encompassing the sleeping world 
around in the arms of mighty prayer, look 
into Church-lane WesleyangGhapel, any 
or every week-day morning, befween the 
hours of 5 and 7 o’clock. Then again at 
that same place from half-past twelve till 
half-past one o’clock, when you will find 
a crowded assembly. Here is the lowly 
man of toil, the man of comparative ease 
and™ position; here the busy tradesman 
casting aside his noon-day cares, and the 
praying Hannahs and Marys, all with one 
accord in supplication and prayer. 


‘‘ And heaven comes down their souls to greet 
Around the blood-bought mercy seat.”’ 


Many written and verbal petitions are 
presented as special subjects for united 
prayer. Not less than from 15 to 25 
written requests are generally read daily. 
Some of the written, as also verbal 
requests, are of touching interest. One 
at hand reads thus: — 

“ A young man anxious to ale his 


| 

f 

| 

? 

| 

i 

| 
| | 


-. come four miles to ths meetin 
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heart to God and unite himself with God’s 
people, desires the prayers of this congre- 
gation for wisdom, courage, and strength, 
for in so doing he will have to leave home 


and go into the wide world. Therefore 


he also asks for the conversion of his 
wicked father, whom he hopes to bring to 
the liouse of God with him before the 
close of the week.” 

A little déformed girl stepped up 
tremblingly to Dr. Palmer, as he was in 
charge of the meeting, and with tear- 
ful eyes requested that the prayers of the 
congregation might be asked for her 

-father., The father of that crippled child 


was a confirmed drunkard, and in an evil 


hour had thrown that little daughter down 
stairs and deformed her for life, and now 
she comes and entreats the prayers of the 
pious in his behalf. 

Another note reads thus: “ The 
prayers of this assembly are requested 
for a master who will not let me attend 
the meetings; says it is all excitement. 
I pray, therefore, that you will in faith 
ask that the Lord will give him some of 
this excitement, that he may be brought to 
Christ.” 

A woma who had been a Roman 
Catholic stepped up to Dr. Palmer at the 
noon-day service, and said, “I have 
g, and 
must now return. I hoped to receive 
pardon before I went, but I must go 
this afternoon, and I want you to pray 
for me this evening.” He labored with 
her some time after the close of the ser- 
vice, endeavoring to point her to Him 
whose prerogative alone it is to pardon 


sin, and she went away looking to Jesus. | 


In very many cases these special re- 


quests for prayer have met with speedy | 
The notes of his man. 


and remarkable returns. 


thanksgiving and the verbal returns from | 
of attack told us of: an effort he had made 


lips filled with praises at our noon meet- 
‘ing to-day were so many that time fails to 
specify, and we could only say, “ Praise 
waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion. I will 
only refer to a few of these written and 


verbal thanksgivings, as a specimen of 


many others. One gentleman returned 


thanks that his wife and three of his ser- 


vants had been converted. 

Another returned thanks that his aged 
father, for whom prayers had been asked, 
had been saved. <A minister from a 
neighboring circuit desired public thanks- 
giving, that he had been enabled within 
the past few hours to prove the power of 
that blood that cleanseth from all sin. 
Would that you had listened to his 
sublime, glorious testimony to the infinite 
eflicacy of the atoning blood. 

Another returned thanks for con- 
versions in his family. Another (the 
superintendent-minister) ‘returned thanks 
for. the conversion of his two sons. 
Another sail that a few days ago 
he sent in a written request for the 
conversion of all in his’ establishment, 
and four of his young men had been for- 
ward seeking mercy, and, three. were 
already happily converted, his two porters 
were trembling under the power of con- 


viction, and_ three of his household ser-’ 


vants “also were among the newly con- 


verted. But I must not multiply after 


this sort, or I shall have to omit many 
other interesting features of the work. 
Two morning meetings are being held, 
one at five o’clock and.the other at six, 
both of which have been well attended, 
and signally owned of God. 
that the Church in her individual mem- 


bership has, humble waiting and 


earnest pleadings before the Lord, clothed 
herself with power from on hich, and the 


manner in which some of the taller sons 
of Anak have been brought over from the 
ranks of sin to Christ reminds one of an 
ancient battle, when every man was after 


One ace cnstomed to, this personal: mode 


‘to win over a man who had become 
hardy in the service of sin. He re- 
warded evil for good. An insulting re- 
ply was his reward. It was received in 


It is thus 
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silence, and a prayer unheard by other 
than the divine hearer was darted to 
heaven for the immediate arrest of that 
servant of sin. Among the first penitents 
that came to the vestry that evening was 
that man, with his heartall broken for sin. 


Before the close of the service he was 


raised up to testify of the power of Jesus 


to save. This champion for sin had been 
distinguished as a noted prize-fighter. He 
now seems likely to become valiant in the 
service of his Saviour. Te was meta day 
or two ago by the one who was instru- 
mental in his conversion, to whom he said. 
“ Tam after my ‘ pals,’ (meaning his com- 
panions.) T don’t intend to wait till they 
shall attack me; but they are running 
from me like rats when a “ferret is after 
them.” Ile also said, “ This is my wed- 
ding-day, and Iam going to spend it in 
the house of God. For the last twenty 
years since I have been married I have 
always béen drunk on this day;” and 
then he said to the gentleman, who was 
about turning away from him, “ Step; my 
children have got plum-pudding to-day and 
they have not had it before for years.” 
The week previous to his conversion he 
went to the bedside of his wife, intending 


to take her life, and then thought he 
would let her live another day, but had 


fully purposed she should not live beyond 
Thursday evening; but he was induced 
to attend the Wesleyan chapel, and was 
that evening converted to God, and went 
home and told his wife what he had, pur- 
posed to do, and what God had done for 
him. “ Was not this a brand plucked 
from the burning?” He shortly after 
brought his wife, and she also was enabied 
to rejoice in a sin-pardoning God. 

A lady approached the altar with tear- 
ful eyes, bringing her husband with her, 
and, addressing Dr. Palmer, said, “ Do 
you think Jesus will have me?” He an- 
swered, “ Surely he will; for Jesus has 
invited you.” Ina few moments she was 
rejoicing in the pardoning love of God. 
Before the close of the service her husband 


was also made a partaker of like precious 
grace. 

For several evenings past the chape 
and the vestry being so crowded, the 
penitents have been invited to the adjoin- 
ing school-room, where many have been 
converted. Last night after the meeting 


| in the school-room had closed, I was press- 


ing my way out, when I was asked to 


speak to an old gentleman who, I was told 


had been seeking the Lord several years. 
“Are you a sinner?” I asked. With 
trembling emotion, he replic d, 
“Ts Jesus the Saviour of sinners?” “ He 
is.” “Then, he is vour Saviour, is he 
not?” “Yes.” “Then why not call 


‘him your Saviour? 


Why not say just 
thou art my 
Presently he began to say, “Jesus, thou 
art my Saviour; I thank thee that thou 
hast died for me. Thou hast borne ail 
my sins in thine own body on the tree ; 
thou wast wounded for my trangressions 3 
thou wast bruised for my iniquities ; the 


now, ‘Jesus, 


— 


chastisement of my peace was upon thee; 
and with thy stripes I am healed.” 

Jesus the crucified now revealed him- 
self, and joyously he said, “ Q Lord, I will 
praise thee; for though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is tarned away, and 
thou The  sceking 
sinner and the seeking Saviour had now 
met; and blissful was the recognition. 
“Qh, this is a most happy evening for 
me,” exclaimed the man with whitened 
locks, as we unitedly joined in the joy of 
his new-born spirit and sang the chorus— 


comfortest. me.” 


“ Oh, he’s taken my feet from the mire and the 
clay, 
And he’s set them on the Rock of ages.” 
I crowded my way from this scene of 
iriumph to the door where the friends 
were awaiting me; but, ere I reached it, 
was again delayed by hearing one say in 
an imploring tone, “ O Mrs. Palmer, do 


speak just one word to this dear young ~ 


woman! She has come from about four 
miles’ distance, seeking Jesus, and is 
now about returning without finding 


Saviour?’ ”. 
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him. I turned to the young seeker, 
and assured her that the idea of her 
returning to her distant home without 
finding Him of whom Moses and the 
Prophets did write, was all wrong. Jesus 
was seeking her before she began to seek 
him, and she must now receive Jesus into 
her heart by casting all her sins on him 
as the atoning Lamb, and listening to his 
voice. “I will receive you.” “ Ilim that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise ¢ast 
out.” In less than five minutes her eye 
of faith was fixed on Jesus, and she joy- 
ously magnified his name, and went on 
her way rejoicing. 

A few evenings since, amid a multitude 


of seekers, knelt a reputable physician of | 


the town ; two students of medicine were 
also Knebling at the communion-rail at the 
same time. The physician who had long 
been secretly seeking his way to Jesus, 
came out openly and knelt at the altar of 
prayer. Before leaving, he by faith saw 
his way to the cross, and was enabled to 
say in spirit— | 
‘*T lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God. ” 

An evening or two after this, a young 
physician, with whom the Doctor was 
deeply interested, was converted; and 
again the next evening, the medical assis- 

tant of the physician first mentioned. 
This is only a sample of the manner in 
which the salvation of one seems to have 
been the guarantee for the salvation of 
another and yet another in the same circle. 
Said a lovely Christian lady, who during 
the services sought and obtained the wit- 
ness of purity, “ I asked the Lord that 
he would set his seal to the work by 
giving me my husband, whose salvation I 
had so long desired.” It was only two or 
three evenings after that the seal was set, 
and her husband rejoicing in the witness 
of adoption. Instances of similar interest 
crown upon my mind; but I have already 
wholly exceeded my purpose in the length 
of my letter, and must pause. Yours in 
Jesus. P. 


~ 


(Original.) 
PURITY OF HEART. 


BY M. A. BERNHERD. 


Nor for earthly bliss I pant, 
Farth has little that I want; 
Little that can grieve or cheer, © 
Little that could bind me here. 

I ask not its fleeting joys; 

I seek not its glitt’ring toys, 

But I want a holy heart, 
Sanctified in every part. 


Let the world revile and frown, 
Bosom friends look coldly down: 
Let my earthly lot be low, 

Let those early day-dreams go; .. | 
Let me all thy chast’ning share, 
Sickness, sorrow, pain. and care, 
Let all earthly good depart; 

Give me, Lord, a holy heart. | , 


When my conflicts here are o’er, 
When I reach that heavenly shore, 
When I join the angel throng, 
And commence their endless song; 
When in robes of white I stand, 
With palms of vict’ry in my hand; 
Then I know this sinful heart 

Will be pure in every part. 


But must I, while I tarry here, 
Still the yoke of bondage wear? 
Though I hate the tempter’s chain, 
Still his wretched slave remain, 
Grieving oft my Saviour’s love, 
Making all his smiles remove? 
Yes, without a holy heart, 

I shall oft from him depart. 


Must I seek and strive in vain 

This matchless treasure to obtain? 
Is it then thy righteous will 

That I be a captive still? 

Wilt thou with less love regard, 
That I would be like thee, Lord? 
That my heart be free from sin, 
Where only thou alone shalt reign? 


Precious truth! on thee I lean; 
Jesus wills that Ibe clean; 
And the blood he freely gave, 

“To the uttermost can save.”’ 
While his grace he’s promised too, 
To keep me all my journey through; 
Then my gloomy doubts depart, 
Jesus loves a holy heart. 


Cleveland. 


Cuarity.— It is often our imperfec- 
tion that makes us reprove the imper- 
fections of others.” —Fenelon. 


Bt 
Beit 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


3 


\ 


\ sin of the fall. 


LETTER TO AN ANTINOMIAN FRIEND. 


89 


(Original. 


LETTER TO AN ANTINOMIAN 
_FRIEND.—No. 8. 


BY MRS. A. P. JOLLIFFE. 


Dear M.: You say that if Christ. 
suffered for us you cannot see the neces- 
sity of our suffering for ourselves. I 


have explained the difference before, but | 


I will endeavor to make it plain. Man 
was adjudged to the penalty of death for 
Christ died our death, 
‘and thus the penalty of death was remov ed. 
from man. But suppose you were con- 
demned to capital punishment for a crime, 
_and another suffered in your place, would 
“that change yourcharacter ? It might fill 
you with gratitude towards the person who 
had so generously suffered for you: but 
would that remove all evil affections from 
your heart, and implant. a holy nature 
within, which would destroy the very 
desire to sin? Man was redeemed from 
death by the death of Christ; but regen- 
eration is the. Spirit’s work. If the Spir- 


it’s work is not done in us, that which was | 


done for us can avail us nothing. 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 


the difference between his death-work, 
and his resurrection-work ? How plain 
it is that but for his resurrection, his death | 
would have availed us no more than any 
| other man’s. And it is equally plain that 
those who have an interest in that death 
are justified by a spiritual resurrection 
above the principles and motives of the 
natural man. “ For they that are in the 
flesh cannot please God.” Therefore 
_those who remain in the natural man, and 
say they are justified by his blood, are — 
building stheir hopes upon a phantom of 
their own imaginations; or rather upon 
fa misunderstanding of theit own judg- 
You say that if we aré elected, 
all these things will: be-done for us. You® 
are not elected then, for they have not 
been done for you. So far from having 
the self-denying, world-renouncing spirit of 
Christ, the principal part of vour grief is 
because you cannot indulge yourself more, 
and cannot get more of this world’s com- 
forts. Is this like the pilgrim spirit of | 
those whon Paul cited for our example, 
“who dwelt in tents, and. tabernacles, 
even inthe promised land?” “ For they 


ments. 


For as that do such things declare plainly that 


they seek a-country.”. What country do 


dom of heaven, neither can the natural | you deglare plainly that you seek, by 


so long as_ he refuses to surrender himself’ 


to the regenerating influences of the’ 


If man remains in his carnal 


Spirit. 


nature, the death penalty still stands. 


man claim an interest in the atonement, | such grief about the breaking up of your 


worldly prospects? Is it not evident 
that you are seeking a country here, and 
living for this life, when you are so anx- 
ious to have an establishment here? See 


against him; “because the carnal mind is|the difference between you and them. 
enmity against God;” and at variance |“ For if they had been mindful of that 


with his righteous government, “ for they 


things of the flesh.” To pretend that 
the blood of Christ has done this in you, 
because you believe, when you feel ‘the 
power of the fiesh “constantly prevailing 
over you, 18 as ifconsistent as it is unsafe. 
Paul makes a very plain distinction be- 
tween the two offices of his death and 
resurrection. ‘ He was delivered for our 
offences, but was raised for our justifica- 
tion,’ (Rom. iv. 25.) Do you not see here 


country from whence they came out, they 
that are after the flesh, do mind the) 


might have had opportunity to have 
returned.” But now they desire a better, 
that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; for 
he hath prepared for them’a city.” 
you have never left the country which 
is congenial to the natural man; on the 


contrary, you are grieving because you 


cannot have a better establishment in it. 
You are not only a stranger to the spirit 


of self-denial which would enable you to 
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character before God. 


They 
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refuse to return to self-indulgence, if you 
had opportunity, as they had; but you 
are bowed down because you cannot have 
more indulgence. Yet you claim to be 
in the same redemption by the blood of 
Christ, when you have not a particle of 
their spirit. It is nothing that you are 
upright in your conduct, “ while your heart 
goes after other things,” for this is out- 


“ward conformity to “ the letter of the law 


which killeth, while destitute of the Spirit, 
which giveth life.” Desire is the test of 
“For the Lord 
secth not as man seeth; for man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on’ the Not only are we 
judged by others according to outward 
appearances, but we.are apt to judge our- 
selves in this way. We frequently hear 
Christians inquiring, what have I done ? 
And because they have committed no 
overt act of impiety, and walked uprightly 
so far as their outward conduct is con- 
cerned, they conclude they have done 
nothing worthy of rebuke; and if this is 
so, the divine rod has been undeserved. 
would not admit that they are 
charging God with dealing unjustly 
towards them; but it is so in principle, 
whether admitted or denied. * This spirit 
will bring further chastisement upon 
them, for when once God undertakes to 
humble a soul he will not leave a particle 
of arrogance or self-assertion. “I opened 
not my mouth, because thou didst it,” 
was David’s position under the divine 
hand. Let those who are inclined to 
plead the uprightness of their walk, as a 
reason why they should be exempted 
from affliction, look within, and see if 
they do not find there emotions, ‘and 
desires, and plans, and purposes which 
are at variance with the mind of Christ. 
We frequently hear the remark, “It 
isn’t required.” Is it not? Has God 
given a word for our guidance ; and can 
those who who evade it in spirit, while 
professing conformity to it, escape the 
condemnation which it adjudges to the 


disobedient ? The Saviour said, “ The 
words I speak unto you, they shall judge 
you at the last day.” Has this sentence 
‘ever been abrogated? To this some 
reply, “ That is for the wicked.” But this 
is a mere pretext to excuse their unwill- 
ingness to conform to the will of God, 
and their determination to follow their 
own, when it costs the flesh much to sur- 
render their own way. But notwithstand- 
ing their eagerness to explain away the 
word of God, when it does not suit their 
earnal wills to conform to it, it is said 
“judgment shall begin at the house of 
God.” “ For we must all appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ, that every one 
may receive the things done 1 in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” “In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ, according to his gospel.” 
“ Knowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” 
class of professing Christians who speak 
as if they could do things that are 
condemned in his word, without coming 
under its condemnation; because they 
are, or profess to be, in Christ, while 
if they were not, they would be con- 
demned for these very same things. 
But this is wholly inconsistent and at 
variance with the word of God. The 
gospel does absolve a man from the sins 
of the past, and though the blood of the 
atonement blots out the very handwriting 
of sin that stood against him, but so far 
from licensing him to commit the same 
sins again, it supposes the “new crea- 
ture,” or creation “in Christ Jesus,” to 
be so changed in his tastes and principles 
that he will not only forsake, but abhor 
thoSe things which pleased the unregen- 
erate man. Wheh we therefore see 
Christians arguing against. holiness, and 
eagerly deatuhing the Scriptures to find 
some way to be saved without it; are 
they not seeking their own way, instead 
of God’s way, — seeking themselves even 
in Christ? If there is one principle of 
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the gospel that is conspicuous above 
another, it is the absolute renunciation of 
the natural man, in the principles and 
motives, pursuits and pleasures of the 
carnal mind. It is also taught that they 
cannot exist together; that there must be 
perpetual conflict between the two prin- 


ciples, and that the work of grace is not. 
natural mind is, 


completed until the 
whoily subjugated,— net subdued, and 
kept as a prisoner within, but cast out by 
the spirit of grace. We are not only 
taught not to grieve after the loss of 
worldly things, and the conduct of those 
““ whio took j joy fully the despoiling of their 
goods,* \ set ip as our example, but we are 
taught a voluntary renunciation of them. 
What could be plainer than the following 
passages : * Whosdever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
Be my disciple.” “ Yea, and if any man 
come to me, and hate not his own life 
also, he cannot be niy disciple.” “ For 
he that loveth his life, shall lose it; but 
he that hateth his life in this world, shall 
keep it unto life eternal.” 
serve God and Mammon. 
can serve two masters.” 


“ Ye cannot 


least, are not imputed to you. Tow ab- 
surd it is, that when he tells you to do 


a thing, for you to tell him’ that he does it | 


fur you; or that he does not require it of 
you; as if his word, that declares he does 
require it of you, was insincere. His word 

says you Cannot serve two masters; but 


you are endeay oring to serve three,— your | 
Saviour, yourself, and the world. 


Such 
is your love of self-pleasing, that if you 
could please Christ, you would not be 
happy unless you could please self too ; 
and if you could please both, such 1s your 
love of approbation that“you would still 
be unhappy if you could not please the 
world too. You could: be-abovas your 
Saviour, “for even Christ pleased not 
himself.” And his chief apostle said, “ If 
I yet pleased men, I should not be the 
servant of Christ,” showing both the 
incompatibility and the impossibility of 


such a thing. Itis this unsubdued will, 
and determination to serve self and please 
men, while professing to serve Christ, that 
necessitates suffering. I will give you 
the Scripture proofs for the necessity of 
suffering in my next. 


No servant 
These things, at. 


Original.) 
GOD'S MERCY ABOUNDING TO 
THE «CHIEF OF SINNERS.” 


BY SAMUPIL JAMES. 


“TI the chief of sinners am, but Jesus died for me. ” 


heavenward helping Miscellany 
has been a source of so much edification 
and joy and gladness to. me, Mere espe- 
cially those articles in it, which, in Chris- 
from the “ City of Destruction,” and how 
it has “ fared by the way,” until it has at 
length been ushered into the blissful “Land 
of Beulah,” that I feel I should not be 
doing as [ would be done unto, nor, per- 
haps, duly honoring our glorious Lord, to 
withhold the small mite of experience 
which he has empowered me to cast into 
his treasury. Surely, I am not singular 
in féeling so much delighted in hearing a 
-brother’s or a sister’s tale of conflict and 
of victory, since a great poet represents it 


as constituting (one of the happy employ- 
ments of the blest inliabitants of heaven: 


‘¢ There we sha)l to each other tell 
How we escaped the pit of hell.” - 


I had the happiness of having been born 
where religious influences accompanied 
my infancy and youth, and, without know- 
ing when a change from a child of wrath 
toa child of God was accomplished in me, 
have full reason-to believe that.such was 
indeed the case quite early ; ; but, having 


I became gradually led astray by wicked 
companions, into whose company I was 
thrown at school. I soon, after many sin- 
nings and repentings, became very wicked 


in all the vices commonly practised among 


tian simplicity, narrate the soul’s escape | 


artived at the age of cight\or nine years, 
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day, and prayed with sincerity and sorrow, 
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boys, until I arrived at the age of a little 
over fifteen. My eyes were so fully open, 
all the time, to my spiritual condition, as 
to know that nothing but hell awaited me 
after death. About this time happening 
to be alone a considerable portion of a 
day, God graciously also threw upon me 
a spirit of reflection. I took up an old 
book (* The whole duty of man’), in the 
preface of which the writer compared the 
soul to a jewel of inestimable value, and 
the body merely to the casket or case for | 
holding the jewel in, and then went on to 
show the utter and miserable folly of a 
person’s putting all his thoughts and care 
about the casket and paying no attention 
whatever to the jewel of priceless worth. 
This clear showing of my folly led me to 
‘decide, at once, in the strength of God’s 
assistance, to seek unswervingly the sal- 
vation of my soul. It was, however, a hard 
beginning. I was so sure of being madea 
laughing stock and public jest by all my 
acquaintances, that I would rather have 
suffered death, if that would have done; 
but I determined to pray, and to pray 
often, for grace to help in time of need. 
“The kingdom of heaven” within me was 
truly like a grain of mustard seed, so very, 
weak did I find myself to bear the brunt 
of “the world’s dread laugh.” I retired 
into secret places, regularly, three times a 


but, through shame, at that time my great- 
est enemy, was led to do, and to leave 
undone, many things for which conscience 
condemned me; but one thing I had, by 
God’s grace, determined on, NEVER TO 
DESPAIR, and this, under God, secured 
my salvation ; and — hose will it not secure, 
however small and feeble the beginnings 
otherwise may be? I fully resolved, sin 
or not sin, to pray regularly three times a 
day, and not seek to hide or palliate my 
transgressions. Strength came on by de- 
grees, almost imperceptibly, but I found it 
was growing. Some months after, a fierce’ 
trial came across my way, but the/ Lord 


had then to hate for Christ’s sake (that 1s, 
to disobey and give up,) parent and friend, 
and what was dearer than life; but, the 
Lord stood by and strengthened me, and 
through him I came off more than con- 
queror | To God be everlasting glory ! 
I still went on much as before, except, that 
I was considerably strengthened to bear 
the cross, sometimes enjoying seasons of 
sweet refreshing ata throne of grace, but, 

for the most part, seasons of sorrow be- 
‘cause I kept not God’s law. At length, 

about six months from the commencement, 

being much weighed down on account of 
my shortcomings, I undertook, as ‘advised! | 
by Ambrose in his work “ Looking unto 
Jesus,” to write down all the sinful acts of - 
my past life that I ¢ould remember, in 
order to bewail them more thoroughly ; I 
had scarcely began to write before the 
Spirit of God came upon me in mighty 
power, forever blessed be his holy name! 
and brought all the long black catalogue 
of my sins to my remembrance, which I 
then saw were more in number than the 
sands upon the sea-shore, and were felt as 
a literally heavy burden on my back 
ready to sink me into the bottomless pit, 
which was laid open before me, and over 
which I hung suspended as by a hair. 
My hard heart was softened, and I could 
do nothing but weep and lament for three 
days and nights, and cry for mercy, 
scarcely eating, drinking, or sleeping. I 
then knew what it was to feel myself to 
be “ the chief of sinners;” all shame and 
dread of man was then swallowed up in 
the fulness of my grief, yet hope was ever 
present, and even the bitterness of. re- 
pentance was sweet. After the expiration 
of about three days, these deeply sorrow- 
ful feelings, with the sight and heavy 
sense of guilt for my past sins, left me, and 
I became like one possessed of a heart of 
adamant, and filled with all manner of 
foul, and horrid, and blasphemous thoughts 
which caused the intensest agony. This 
lasted nearly six months, with very little 


helped me because I had asked him. I 


intermission; I retired to pray, regularly, 
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seven times a day, attended all the public 
services of divine worship, and used rigor- 
ous abstinence, with frequent entire fast- 
ing; the latter, perhaps, to an injudicious 
extent, as I suffered from hereditary taint 
of scrofula, and my nervous system be- 
came greatly deranged. What I then 
went through no one but the Invisible 
knows, yet it might have been all neces- 
sary to my salvation, and preservation 


from falling away afterwards in time of 
temptation. 


At length the blessed hour 
of deliverance drew nigh. I had gone to 
bed in my usual unhappy state of mind, 
in which I envied the condition of the 
brutes that perish, but, on awaking in the 
morning, became immediately aware that 
a wonderful change had some time during 
my sleep taken place, and my first im- 
pression was that God was reconciled to 
me, to whom, through Christ, I could look 
and ery, “Abba, Father!” This was far- 
ther corroborated by a “dominion over 
sin” of which I was immediately con- 
scious, for should any improper thought 
present itself, I could instantly, by faith, 
look to the Saviour, and at once it would 
be overcome ; joy sprang up in my heart 
while I could triumphantly say — 

“Passion, and appetite, and ] ride, | 

_ Pride! my old tyrant, bosom foe, 

I see cast down on every side, 

And conquering, I to conquer go! 


‘ All nature appeared to be altered, a// 


things seemed new, whether animate or 
inanimate; and my language of confi- 
dence and praise was — 


No condemnation now I dread! 
Jesus, and all in him, are mine! 
Alive in him, my living head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my 
own! 


Walkin@ in the light of God’s counte-_ 
nance, the evidence of my salvation be- 


came yet more clear, and the witness of 
the Iloly Spirit yet more powerful and 
direct; and a very important thing it is 
to be able to discriminate between the 


operations of the imagination, and the 
voice of God. It is easy and clear to 
those who are subjects of this divine grace, 
because it is received into, and not raised 
up out of the mind; and is stamped on 
the soul itself, with more or less of divine 
power, and always with divine proof; 
yea, ofttimes. marvellously exceeding that 
of the direct and clearest testimony of the 
senses. It is the “ white stone,” only to 
be known by him who receives it: can 
never be,in the slightest degree, duagined 
by him who has never been ji/ied to re- 
ceive it. Having suffered so much from 
the plague of my own heart, and having 
been so deeply assured of the value of 
everlasting life, it bevame my one great - 
care to keep in that narrow way, into 
which God had so graciously brought me, 
and, in accordance with what I had pre- 
viously learned from the writings of good 
men, the teachings of Holy Scripture, and 

the evident need which I found in my 
own experience of having “a heart in 
every thought renewed,” it became my 
one concern to follow.on to know the 
Lord yet more and more. Through God’s 
infinite mercy my mind was constantly 
kept in view of the mark to be aimed at, 
and no self-denial or cross seemed to be 
shunned, being well assured that the way 
to holiness was that of fully denying one’s- 
self, and taking up the cross daily, even as 
our blessed Lord has taught us. This, 
friends, depend upon it, is the only true 
way to life eternal; and a way in which 
we shall never deceive ourselves, nor dis- 
srace our profession. James says, “* Draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you.” In what way? “Cleanse your 
hands,” (of all unrighteous, though, per- 
haps, lawful, gains,) “ye sinners ;” (by 
making restitution to those whom you 
not done by as you would-be done unto ;' 
and to the poor, as your creditors on God’s 
account;) ‘and purify your hearts,” 
(from “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life,”) “ye double 


minded,” (wanting both and heaven 
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which ye never can have.) Tlaving read | 
of many who did run well, but who had 
“made shipwreck of faith,” and “ re- 
turned as a dog to his vomit, or as a sow 
that was washed to her wallowing in the 
‘mire,” a deep concern rested on me, lest 
I should also be found, after all, among 
that dreadful number; for my heart, I 
perceived, was still ready to start aside, 
without constant watchfulness, cross-bear- 
ing, and prayer, and [ feared, lest in 
these things I should fail, when so many 
mighty ones had fallen. This led me to 
ery, for a considerable time, incessantly, 
I may say, to God to save me from falling, 
because he alone could do so, and Oh! for 
ever blessed be his holy name! he both 
heard and answered, saying, “ Thou shalt 
never perish, neither shall any one pluck 
thee out of my hand.” After this my 
heaviest fears were over, and this has been 
kept as one of my priceless jewels. In 
this way, through much infirmity of body, 
and oppression of mind arising therefrom, 
which, at length, became a settled case of 
melancholy of the deepest kind, as deplor- 
able a condition, temporally speaking, as I 
can form any idea of, I toiled along the 
gloomy vale of life, with scarcely a ray of 
sensible happy emotion of spirits, yet kept 
by the power of God unto salvation. In 


tion, which God in mercy has lightened 
by providentially leading me to see the 
necessity of observing his physical, as well 
as his moral laws; and, also, to the use of 
such wholesome medicines as have greatly 
benefited me, but, all has been well. 
Many have been the instances of what 
may be called miraculous providences, 
meaning, thereby, signal displays of God’s 
goodness and preserving care. Vot one 
thing has failed of all his promises. Many 
years ago it was thought by my. friends 
that I was near death, but it seemed to 
me that it would be no other than going 
from one room into another. Comparing 
now my state with what it was then, I find 
my faith in every word of God, whether of 
promise or of threatening, temporal or 
spiritual, to be more strong and instanta- 
neous, together with a more heavenly 
promptness to fulfil at all times God’s ever 
blessed will, with more vigorous courage 
on all occasions ; and Jordan’s flood seems 
to be so dried up that not a drop of that 
dark water is there to damp the sole of 


the foot. Does any one weakly ask, Do . 
you now feel the need of a Saviour? QO 


yes, never so much so! “ Every moment, 
Lord, I need the merit of thy death.” 
Alas! who out of Christ can appear 
before God? Before him the cherubim > 


the midst of this condition, about, it may (and seraphim continually do ery,—Holy ! 


be, two years from the time of my expe- | Holy! Holy! Lord God of Sabaoth!— 
rienc ing the knowledge of salvation, the | heaven and earth are full of thy clory! 1” 
Holy Spirit, without any special, or per- I is most awful to take that holy name 
haps I should say, striking act of faith on into our lips when we consider how little 
my part, produced the blessed consumma- | we glorify him, and how far short of that 
tion of my desires after purity of heart. holy reverence which is his due, our minds 
My feelings On that occasion were not so we capable of cone elving and rendering 
much of anything that was destroyed, as | unto Him! Through Christ alone, “ ios 
of the pringng in of “ everlasting right- eternal victim,” in virtue of his infihitely 


eousness,”- and thereby making an end | meritorious atonement, the Go: l-man, our 
of sin; the last, and at all times the mest. 


only mediator, dare we ever to appear 
notorious of which, was pride. 


before God. As the air we breathe and 
the food we consume sustains our animal 
lite, so the Holy Spirit sustains each mo- 
ment our spiritual life, which would perish 
at once if he were withdrawn from us. 


“High as heaven aspires thy brow, 
T hy foot sinks deep as hell.” 


Since then about thirty-six years have 
rolled along, a long, long night of afflic- 


| 
bi 

| 

| 

v 

| 
| 

| 
| 

he 

i 

| 

| | 
} 

— 

7 


>. 


NOT LEFT ALONE. 95 


NOT LEFT ALONE. 


=" BY A STUDENT. 


“The Father hath not left me alone, for 1 do 
always those things that please him.’ — Christ. 

What happiness to be able to adopt this 
language of Jesus! To do always the 
things that please the heavenly Father, — 


this insures our not being left alone ; if it, 


does not always, without exception, insure 
the feeling that we are not left alone, it) 
insures the foundation for the faith to be- 

lieve it. There may be times when, from 
some physical or constitutional cause, we 


may be so lonely in heart as to feel that 


God, even, does not give us his company, 
nor send an angel to ahi soviety for us, 
though we are bereft of all that is human: 


and yet we may feel all the while that we. 


have done those things that pleased him, — 
that we have not offended in anything. 
Or it may be that from no physical or 
other earthly cause do we suffer this feel-_ 


ing, but that it is a dispensation that we 


are under for some future good ; as in the. 
case of our Saviour, when he cricd out, 
“ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me’ Ile felt in that hour that he had 
done the things that pleased the’ Father ; 


and yet he felt alone under the weight 


This can be 
seen by the language he used, * Why hast 
thou forsaken me ?” 

Ilis was a suffering for others; 


that was pressing upon hun. 


ours, 


under such feelings, may be in part for 


others, and in part for ourselves; for our 
discipline, which shall result in good to. 
ourselves, and to others, too. 
can bear this suffering with composure, . 
while we have the: foundation for our 
belief that our being left alone is in feel- 
ing only, and not in fact; which founda- 


consciousness that the judge of the heart 


whether it is the will of God, we shall be 
left alone in another sénse; and one 
which shall make us cry out witha broken 
spirit. “ The spirit of a man will sustain 
him; but a wounded who can 
I saw a plain illustration of 


< 


this in the case of one who married 


the wound in her 


But Wwe | 


a man of wandering affections. She 
had had sufficient reason to know him 
to be a man of this character, and there- 
‘fore to know that it was not the will 
‘of God that she should marry him; that 
he was not a suitable subject for marriage. 
Ina short time she foun her heart filling 


up with envy toward those who might 


have the advantage of her in personal 


beauty, oranything else that might please 
‘the wandering eye. With what bitter- 
ness of grief did IT hear her cry out, and 
ask why she should be feeling this envy, 
saying that she had not felt envy for years 
before, and she thought she was never to 
feel it again. She did not realize that 
the mind itself is a machinery for pro- 
ducing r either good or evil emotions; and 
‘that if God leaves the mind of either 


man or angel, Satan will come in at once 
and usé that machinery to more or less 


advantage to himself. as God is farther 
off, or nearer. But she could not bear 
She said, “I 


sp rid. 


could suffer as a martyr, if I had married 
x 

aman who, at the time, was above sus- 
-picion, having done it with good faith m 


God, if he had afterward proved himself 
“unworthy of my love. But how can I‘ 
| bear this alone? I have offended God, 
and failed to secure the human heart that 
I thon: vht to make as my own, and my own 


heart is filling up with evil feelings.” Llow 


‘different the desertion which follows the 
doing of that which docs not please God, 
tion is preserved to us by the continued | 


from the temporary hiding of his face, in 
which we can say by faith, “though ap- 


approves, not seeing evil there, though we e pearing to be deserted, not feeling sus. 
We may cry out for lack of support on tained with any sensible pleasing pres- 


account of the weakness of the flesh. On 
the other hand, if we do wrong, —if we, 


do even that of which we are 2 doubtful 


ence, the Father hath not left me alone, 


because I do always those things that 
please nim.” 
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